a 


_ Wednesday, Oct. 12, 1994 


Pick hit: 


Vol. 49, No. 3 


Co-ed softball intra 


Students sue college, Hess 
over harassment allegation 


® Lawyer blames college 
administration for poor 
handling of Hess sexual 
harassment charges 


By BRIAN MOORE 
News Editor 


ECC administrators face litigation 
N from two former students. The law 
suit stems from what attorney 
Steven Colella said was poor handling of 
sexual abuse and harassment charges filed 
against former athletic director, Jack Hess. 
In a five-page letter sent to President 
John R. Dimitry, Colella charges Dimitry 
and Associate Dean of Personnel, Stephen 
Fabrucci,with negligence for permitting an 
employee to abuse his position of authority 
and strength, by subjecting women to sexual 
harassment, assault and battery, emotional 
distress and intimidating female students 
into granting him sexual favors. 


In a phone interview with Colella, who 
represents both Jahayra Santiago of Lowell 
and Joleen Morrison of Tewksbury, he said, 
“Hess should have been dismissed a long 
time ago.” 

Dimitry is saying little, bound by a set of 
strong restrictions. 

“If the college does take disciplinary 
action against someone, we cannot reveal 
what we have done in the past or what 
we're trying to do,” he said. 

Dimitry went on to explain there were 
hearings he had to follow, to publicly rec- 
ommend a person be dismissed. 

Colella feels the administration should 
confront and remedy the situation 

“This is not a touchy situation; the ad- 
ministration sees it as touchy. It’s a prob- 
lem, a problem no different than a person 
terrorizing the campus by breaking into 
cars. When you have a problem like that, 
you solve it. You don’t sweep it under the 
carpet. That’s what the administration did,” 
he said. 

According to Colella, there are more 

See Hess, page 5 
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® Due to enrollment drop, 
35 part-time faculty lose 
their jobs while president 
recommends more cuts 


By BRIAN MOORE 
News Editor 


budget cut proposal of over $1 mil- 
Ai awaiting approval from 
NECC’s board of trustees, has al- 
ready affected the college, leaving 35 part- 


time faculty members jobless. School ad-. 


ministrators say budget center cuts are 
inevitable. 

In addition, this semester the cut will 
put 10 courses on indefinite academic hia- 
tus, and four unnamed courses will be 
terminated. 

Due to contractual obligations, Presi- 
dent John R. Dimitry said the first staffers 
released in a situation like this are part- 
time faculty. 

This has resulted in the indefinite sus- 
pension of seven certificate programs and 
three associate arts degree programs. 

Certificate programs include banking 
studies, civil technologies, materials man- 
agement, purchasing technology and man- 
agement, robotics, tumorregistry and waste 
water. 

Banking, business management/materi- 
als management concentration option and 
word processing technology and manage- 
ment associate degree programs have been 
put on hold for now. 

The above cuts won’t affect students 
currently enrolled in these programs or 
courses, administrators said. 

“We did not enroll any new students in 
these courses this fall,” said Robert 
McDonald, dean of academic affairs. 

Dimitry is expected to propose these 
cuts in the budget, recommended by the 
Management committee to the NECC board 


Trustees to cut over $1 million 


of trustees, Oct. 12. 

“What we have to do is take a $24.5 
million budget and reduce it to $23.5 mil- 
lion,” Dimitry said. “And I think we’ve 
arrived at a consensus of how that can be 
done.” 

The across-the-board cuts, totaling 
$1,015,000, will mandate the following re- 
ductions: student activities reduced by 
$41,500; physical plant repair account by 
$260,000; part-time faculty account by 
$192,00, reserve account by $150,000 and 
general budget centers by $225,000. 

NECC will also increase the institutional 
cost of grants by $15,000, to be paid by both 
the state and federal governments. 

“These cuts will bring us to an economic 
balance, and I’m almost certain the board 
will pass them,” Dimitry said. “We have 
already met with the budget committee of 
the board of trustees, and they accepted the 
cuts.” 

These cuts are also based on the 12 
percent drop in full-time enrollment this 
fall, and more cuts could be made if the 
enrollment drops further, Dimitry said. 

McDonald has yet to announce the other 
four courses or programs to be cut, citing it 
was too early to tell. Asked if the cancella- 
tion will result in full-time job termination, 
he said, “It could, but again it’s too early to 
tell.” 

The All College Council’s budget com- 
mittee also proposed to cut $1,129,700 at its 
Oct. 5 meeting. 

The budget committee’s reductions are 
similar to the management committee’s 
with a few exceptions. 

They proposed in a unanimous vote to 
reduce the following: Department of Con- 
tinuing Education account by $190,000; 
student activities account by $40,000; re- 
serve account by $150,000; five year equip- 
ment plan by $130,000; physical plant re- 
pair account by $130,000; heat/light/power/ 
trash account by $75,000; contract cleaning 
account by $25,000; sinage (signs around 

See Cuts, page 4 


Hispanic high tech class 
provides new opportunity 


“© Non-credit computer 
course offered in Spanish 
starting in November 


By BRIAN MOORE 


News Editor 
orthern Essex Community College 
No taken one more step forward in 
high technology. 


Beginning Saturday, Nov. 12,a non-credit 
word processing course taught in Spanish 
will be offered in Haverhill. 

“To me, it’s an exciting world, it’s what 
I love, it’s what I do and I want to share it 
with others,” said Johnny Rosario, instruc- 


Espanol, pagina 4 


tor and member of the computer lab staff at 
the Lawrence campus. 

“It will be more of an orientation to 
word processing,” he said. “I’m trying to 
make Hispanic students comfortable with 
the technology of computers,” 

The idea for the course started with a 
suggestion. 

“Since I started at NECC two years ago, 
I've been teaching non-credit computer 
courses in English, and its been going fine. 
But some Hispanic students asked if I'd 
teach a computer class in Spanish,” Rosario 
said. 

At first he was hesitant, because of the 


complicated process of translating the ter- 
See High Tech, page 4 


Quote of the Day 


“1 feel that two women just have a 
certain kind of relationship, a bond 
that a man and a woman could never 


have.” 


Ingrid Rivera, speaking about homosexuality, pages 8, 9 


un) 


Arts 


Scott Ferren looks at 
R.E.M.’s latest release, 


“a ‘Monster’ 


See page 12 
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@ Homosexuals deserve 
support and tolerance, not 
bashing, discrimination 


the population is willing to learn 

about — and eventually accept — 
people or beliefs they don’t understand. 
The rest, inevitably, quickly denounce 
anything or anyone who deviates from 
“the norm.” 

Homosexuality is one volatile topic 
grating on the nerves of the uninformed. 
To them, love shared between mem- 
bers of the same sex is intolerable 
because “it just ain’t natural.” 

According to whom? Andy Griffith? 

Ask any lesbian or gay male ifhomo- 
sexuality feels natural to them. After 
all, aren’t they the ones sharing their 
lives with one another? 

Probably one of the biggest, and 
least discussed obstacles in the path of 
societal acceptance toward alternative 
lifestyles, is the spontaneous visualiza- 
tion — whenever the word “gay” is 
mentioned — of two men or women 
engaging in homosexual sex. 

While admittedly sex is an impor- 
tant aspect of most relationships, 
clearly, most homosexuals don’t fill 
their days between the sheets like some 
folks readily assume. In fact, they have 
jobs, families, homes and bills, and like 
any other “normal” couple, they have 
each other. 

Roughly, one in 10 people are gay. 
They are on every bus, every street, 
every committee, in every movie the- 
ater and at every college. Gays vote for 
the same presidents heterosexuals vote 


What’s the 


© Th2 naming of C-Build- 
ing for John Spurk is long 
overdue. Let’s do it now 


resident Dimitry last April sug 
P gested that C-building be named 
“Faculty Hall.” 

“After all, there’s a building over 
there called the student center,” he 
said, “Why can’t there be a faculty 
hall?” 

There canbe a faculty hall. There can 
be a janitor hall and a groundskeeper 
hall or even a poo! hall. But that really 
isn’t the point. 

Arbitrarily naming C-building fac- 
ulty hall, instead of after the late, John 
Spurk, respected NECC professor, would 
undermine the efforts of faculty who 
have fought since 1991 to name the 
building in Spurk’s memory. 

Spurk has had a significant “long- 
term broad impact” upon the college 


] n civilized cultures, a percentage of 
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for ignorance 


for; gays watch every football game 
heterosexuals watch, and gays see the 
same physicians and dentists hetero- 
sexuals see. 

But until recently, gays were afraid 
to let heterosexuals see them. They 
were afraid to endure the ridicule and 
criticism which accompanies ignorance. 

Because more gays are facing up to 
and becoming more vocal about their 
lifestyles, ignorance toward homosexu- 
ality is lessening, but nevertheless a 
constant. 

Some at NECC are among the preju- 
diced, judging by the sophomoric an- 
tics of those who feel flyers for a new 
alternative lifestyle club should be 
ripped from the walls, as ifthis flagrant 
lack of compassion somehow reaffirms 
their masculinity or femininity. 

In reality, they succeed only in re- 
vealing how socially crippled, imma- 
ture and hopelessly insecure they are 
with themselves and their sexuality. 

The Observer welcomes the addition 
of the Homosexual Education Aware- 
ness Reinforces Togetherness (HEART) 
club to this college. And unlike previ- 
ous attempts to organize alternative 
lifestyle clubs, perhaps, with a little 
understanding «and support, gay and 
lesbian students can enjoy the prospect 
of belonging to a group which shares 
similar concerns and interests. 

The Observer encourages the college 
community to discuss the issues of 
homosexuality and tolerance, and to 
vocalize concerns and ideas which 
spawn awareness and education. 

With communication comes under- 
standing. 


hold-up? 


which has been publicly recognized. 

Back in April, however, Dimitry 
wasn’t overly concerned. 

“I suppose there’s no rush. We’ve 
had no local policy in this matter since 
1960,” he said. “So I suppose we could 
go for another 60 or 90 days.” 

Today, 180 days later, nothing has 
been accomplished. Some faculty mem- 
bers feel Dimitry is sitting on the pro- 
posal, hoping people will forget about 
it. Paul Bevilacqua, ast. dean of health 
and human services, last April seemed 
to have envisioned the writing on the 
wall. 

“The more John Dimitry procrasti- 
nates, delays, puts off...the more people 
will say the heck with it,” he said. “I’m 
afraid we'll bury Spurk in a little plaque 
on a door.” 

No one wants to see that happen, 
not even the president, but someone 
has to get the ball rolling. How about it? 


for elections. 


President honors 
long-time colleague 


@ Joseph Glasser served 
the college in a variety of 
capacities since 1979 


To the editor: 

It is with deep regret that I announce the 
death of Joseph Glasser, former vice presi- 
dent of Raytheon, Corp. and a very special 
friend to NECC. Glasser succumbed to can- 
cer at his home in Andover at the age of 80. 

Glasser was born in Springfield and grew 
up in Holyoke. He graduated from Worces- 
ter Polytechnic Institute, became manager 
of military components at F.W. Sickels in 
Chicopee from 1935 to 1945, then joined 
Raytheon. 

At Raytheon, he rose from plant man- 
ager to manufacturing manager then divi- 
sion manager of Space and Information 
Systems and then the Missile Systems Divi- 
sion in Andover. He retired from Raytheon 
as a corporate vice president in 1979, hav- 
ing received many accolades for his role in 
the development and manufacturing of the 
Hawk and Patriot missiles. He was also 
instrumental in developing Sidewinder And 
Sparrow guidance systems and the first 


microwave ovens. 

After his retirement from Raytheon, 
Glasser became a consultant and Northern 
Essex was fortunate that Glasser turned to 
the college to fill his time. He virtually 
started a second career, providing the foun- 
dation for the college’s Center for Business 
and Industry. Glasser served as the first 
director of CBI from 1979 to 1985, and later 
as special adviser to the president until 
1992. He was instrumental in locating and 
achieving the establishment of our Lawrence 
campus. 

Glasser was very active in a wide variety 
of community and civic activities and orga- 
nizations and in 1991, was awarded the 
college’s leadership award. He was also the 
recipient of a certificate of appreciation 
from the NECC Veterans and Servicepersons 
Club for his key role in the development 
and manufacturing of the Patriot missile. 

Memorial contributions may be made to 
the NECC Foundation or to the Cancer 
Management Center at Holy Family Hospi- 
tal, 70 East St., Methuen, 01844 

John R. Dimitry, 
NECC President 
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Offensive injustice 


Is It 
Just Me? 


By PARRY R. HEADRICK 
Observer Editor 


® Superstar will break 
prosecutor’s tackle and 
run away with his life 


stabbed to death in the affluent town 

of Brentwood, Calif. Remember them? 

If he was a homeless or unknown black 

man, not a wealthy movie star and football 

legend, the majority of Americans would 

have been enraged by the savagery of the 

murders and privately wished the same fate 
for the perpetrator. 


[Ts innocent people were hacked and 


While that manner of reason is absent of 


civility, one can appreciate the outrage 
society feels when learning of yet another 
heinous crime. Furthering the hostility in 
cases of this nature, the victims were white 
and the protagonist was stereotypically 
black. 

Unlike most interracial murders, how- 
ever, O.J. Simpson is a man who, according 
to most behavioral psychologists and sports 
fanatics, achieved what very few African- 
Americans can: he transcended racial barri- 

» ers. 

_.»soHe broke, down. the cold: wall of racial 
inequality by running through rugged de- 
fenders on the football field, and by capti- 
vating America with his graceful and explo- 
sive gift of flight. 

And then he broke our hearts. 

Now his most memorable run is the not- 
so-explosive 50-mile, nationally televised, 
highway chase. There were more viewers 
and suspense than some Super Bowls, and 
more defenders on his heels and more 
screaming spectators than he’d performed 
for to date. 

This thrilling run was different, how- 
ever, because O.J. was never a Bronco fan and 
while cowering in the back of one, he 
reportedly had a gun against his head. Now 
there’s a made-for-T.V. movie, eh? 

Forget the sensationalism and wonder 
for a moment how differently public per- 
ception might have been if America learned 
of the brutal double-murder—and no celeb- 
rity was implicated in the killings. 

The media coverage would have empha- 


sized the tragic loss of human life and paid 
special attention to the grieving families of 
the victims, not to mention countless inter- 
views with distraught neighbors, unable to 
comprehend howa maniac penetrated their 
paradise. 

Suddenly OJ., movie star and sports 
personality, is the prime suspect, and an 
entire nation forgot about the slit throats 
and bloody walkway. Instead, America 
prayed to God that it was some “freak,” not 
OJ., who killed them. 

Some even-headed people who believed 
OJ. did commit the crime say things like 
“Poor OJ., she (Nicole Brown Simpson) must 
have been having an affair with Ronald 
Goldman.” 

Again, primitive thinking undermines 
the reality that clearly no human being 
deserves to be murdered under any circum- 
stances — until, of course, they’ve methodi- 
cally murdered someone else. 

If OJ. is guilty and convicted of the 
allegations, the simple truth is he is no less 
an animal then Ted Bundy or the Son of 
Sam. And OJ. — football legend and wife- 
beater — deserves the death penalty. Period. 

“Now wait a minute,” critics might say. 
“Tt was a crime of passion. He shouldn’t be 
put to death for a temporary lapse of san- 
ity!” 

If O.J. and Nicole Simpson weren’t sepa- 
rated, or if O.J. stumbled across the couple 
in his own home and ran, like he was in an 
airport, into the kitchen for a knife, that is 


Your onl 
alast- ones 


temporary insanity. 

But when any individual methodically 
commits a murder in a narrow window of 
time — and has the presence of mind to 
wear gloves and a ski-mask, dispose of the 
murder weapon and the clothes bloodied 
during the murder, catch a plane after 
cracking jokes with an acquaintance he 
bumps into at the airport — he knows what 
he’s getting his Stiletto into. 

How could a man who gave generously 
to charity and otherwise conducted himself 
as a gentleman, be capable of a calculated 
murder? 

The consensus that OJ maintained the 
status of an exemplary citizen is only partly 
true, when you consider the manner in 
which he behaved with Nicole Simpson on 
numerous (reported) occasions. 

As early as 1985, OJ. began to build the 
profile of someone capable of murder when 
he shattered the windshield of Nicole’s car 
with a baseball bat. 

Next, OJ. allegedly threatened to kill her 
in 1989, during a fight following a New 
Year’s Eve party. She was so severely beaten, 
she required hospital treatment. 

Violence was nothing new to O].. 

As a youth growing up in the San Fran- 
cisco projects, he fought nearly every week- 
end. 

“I only beat up dudes who Seed tee 
he once said. “At least once a week, usually 
on Friday or Saturday night. If there wasn’t 
no fight, it wasn’t no weekend.” 


OJ. pleaded no contest to battery against 
Nicole, and was court-ordered to receive 
psychiatric counseling — a slap on his fa- 
mous wrists because the “counseling” O,J. 
was forced to undergo was nothing more 
than a few phone conversations with a 
psychiatrist. Preferential treatment, per- 
haps? 

Further demonstrating O,J.’s instability, 
Keith Zlomsowitch, a man Nicole briefly 
dated after she filed for a divorce with O,J., 
testified before a grand jury that OJ. fol- 
lowed and spied on them “having an inti- 
mate encounter” at Nicole’s house. 

Lastly, and perhaps the most revealing, 
the 1993 tape of Nicole’s 911 call reveals 
how an enraged OJ. broke down her door 
and screamed at her. Clearly, she was terri- 
fied of what O.J. was capable of doing to her, 
again. 

Now, O.J. is accused of following through 
with his threats and killing his ex-wife, the 
same wife he promised to love and cherish 
on their wedding day. And if that isn’t 
reason enough to ask for the death penalty, 
what about the innocent Goldman, who 
was murdered in the infancy stages of a 
successful modeling/acting career. 

He was unlucky enough to be with Nicole 
(who died when her neck was slashed wide 
open, penetrating one of her vertebrae) 
when he was stabbed 17 times, including a 
gaping hole in his stomach. In the Goldman 
family’s eyes, does life behind bars fit the 
crime? Will OJ. actually spend the rest of 
his life behind bars if convicted? 

No, and no. 

According to many legal analysts, OJ. 
has a decent chance at walking away from 
this unscathed. Deputy District Attorney 
Marcia Clark didn’t ask for the death pen- 
alty because of the improbability that ajury 
would unanimously agree to do it, espe- 
cially if OJ. takes the stand in his defense, 
which he is expected to do. 

Furthermore, the lack of physical evi- 
dence available to the prosecution might 
leave enough doubt in the mind of at least 
one juror to cause a hung jury, and possibly 
an acquittal. 

Because OJ. is an affable fellow, hand- 
some and articulate, the likelihood of ei- 
ther scenarios is great. And the message 
sent to the world will be a simple one: you 
can get away with murder in this country if 
you have enough fame and enough money 
to afford the best panel of lawyers available. 
Innocence is directly proportional to the 
size of your wallet. 

If OJ. Simpson was a carpenter, teacher, 
or just a regular guy with the same history 
of domestic abuse as OJ. the star, and he 
was white, Hispanic, Indian or Martian, the 
only questions would be how long before 
the jury finds him guilty, and who will be 
his neighbors on death row? 


If guilty, should 0,J. get the death penalty? 
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Donna Rogers, food service worker 
“Yes. It doesn’t matter who you 
are. I don’t care if you are the 
president. If you’re guilty, you’re 
guilty and you should be pun- 
ished.” 


Alexandra Condon, life-long learn- 
ing program 

“Yes. Just because he is a national 
figure doesn’t mean he should be 
exempt.” 


ence 


Christian Djach, engineering sci- 


“Yes, if he is found guilty. Other- 
wise, that would mean there would 


Laura Bernard, radiology 
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Robyn Buturlia, liberal arts biol- 


“No. I don’t believe in the death ogy 


have to be two ways of justice 
according to who you are.” 


B. Baron photos 


penalty. I don’t think it is right.” 


“Yes. It’s ridiculous just because of 
all the money he has. If he was a 
normal guy, all of this would have 
been over a long time ago.” 


above, 
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Continued from page 1 


minology from English to Spanish, but think- 
ing about it, Rosario feels teaching a course 
in Spanish could help. 

Born in Santo Domingo, Dominican Re- 
public, Rosario said he knows what the 
Hispanic students go through learning En- 
glish. He graduated from Peabody’s Veter- 
ans Memorial High School in 1985 and 
completed a certificate program at the Com- 
puter Learning Center in Methuen. 

“When I first came to America, I went 
through a lot. I took computer science in 
high school, and that was with only one 
year of high school ESL instruction. I 
struggled, passed, but I struggled, so I can 
relate with what a lot of the Hispanic stu- 
dents are going through today.” 

Rosario hopes this program will help 
loosen the demand for Hispanic students 
dealing with the language and give them 
something more attractive than just learn- 
ing English. 

“Many of these students were profes- 
sionals in their native countries. They have 
already earned degrees, but when they come 


Por BRIAN MOORE 
Editor de Noticias 
(Trad.: Poe M. O’Noris) 


on los recientes avances 
( tecnoldgicos, el colegio comunal 

Northern Essex ha dado un paso 
adelante. 

Empezando el sabado 12 de noviembre 
se iniciara un curso de Proceso de 
Palabras (Word Processing) en espanol. 

“Sera una especie de orientaciOn al 
Proceso de Palabras. Slo trato de que los 
hispanos se sientan cOmodos con el 
estudio de computadoras”, dice Johnny 
Rosario, integrante del personal de 
computadoras en el campo estudiantil 
de Lawrence, e instructor del curso. 

La idea de las clases surgid de 
sugerencias. 

“Desde que empecé en NECC hace 
dos anos he estado ensefiando clases no 
acreditadas de computadoras en inglés, 
lo cual ha marchado bien. No obstante, 
varios hispanos han manifestado un vivo 
deseo de un curso de computadoras en 
espanol”, dice Rosario. 

Al emprender la iniciativa, Rosario se 
sintié un poco desconcertado poraquello 


to America, they have to start all over again. 
Some struggle two or three years in an ESL 
program before they can take an accredited 
course. Many get frustrated,” Rosario said. 

Rosario’s goal for the five-week course, 
taught at the Haverhill campus, are to 
make the Hispanic students more comfort- 
able with computer technology. 

“The first two weeks, I want the students 
to learn about the computer itself, how to 
identify the parts of a computer. I intend to 
teach them what megs and ROMs are and 
how they can be used,” he said. 

The next three weeks entail strictly word 
processing, teaching the students how to 
manipulate documents, organize files and 
access commands. 

One challenge Rosario faced was finding 
references written in Spanish. 

“IT went to New York to find a reference 
book written in Spanish, and while I was on 
a trip to Miami, I found another one. I still 
have to merge the information in the two 
with English books, because they are writ- 
ten for software used in Latin America and 
other Spanish countries,” Rosario said. 

Rosario said the student response is 
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College faces cuts 


Continued from page 1 


campus) account by $15,000; college his- 
tory account by $15,000; registration over- 
time account by $30,000; telephone service 
account by $20,000; presidential search 
account by $50,000; advertising, marketing 
and publications account by $20,000; and 
reserve for critical positions account by 
$109,000. 

The budget committee also recommends 
not filling vacant positions, and transfer- 
ring in-house faculty and staff into the 
positions. 

“NECC is still the most affordable com- 
munity college in the area, yet enrollment 
has dropped our budget by $1,129,700,” 
Dimitry said. “And it’s not just NECC. Many 
community colleges have some drop in 
enrollment.” 

Professor John Mason, budget commit- 
tee member, thinks one solution is to ad- 
vertise on the radio, rather than the news- 
paper. 

“I’ve asked my students if any of them 
have read a newspaper recently, and most 
of them haven’t opened one,” he said. 

Creda Boggs, financial aid office em- 
ployee and budget committee member, said, 
“Nowis the time to start advertising for the 
fall. We have to get the word out earlier. 
High schools are having college fairs; the 
bigger colleges are already wining and din- 
ing the counselors.” 

Plans are under way to increase enroll- 
ment in the future. 


overwhelming. 

“Many students are interested in this 
program because they want to take another 
course besides ESL-it gets boring,” he said. 

Rosario sees the program as rewarding 
to students who participate. 

“Learning to use at least.a word proces- 
sor could be beneficial, not just to Hispanic 
students, but to American students as well,” 
he said. “I’ve seen people complete all levels 
of the ESL program and still find computer 
courses difficult because of the terminol- 
ogy, even knowing how to speak English. A 
lot of Americans find it to be a struggle.” 

Rosario said Hispanic students should 
capitalize on the opportunity of learning 
about computers. 

“The students will come away with a 
better understanding of computers,” he 
said. “The program will help the students 
who are struggling with English, when they 
go on to acredited computer course taught 
in English. I hope it will ease the burden for 
the Hispanic student.” 


Contact Rosario at the computer lab in 
Lawrence, or call ext. 4244. 


Proceso de Palabras en 


que implica el traducir los términos de 
Word Processing. Al pensar en ello 
contemplé la ventaja de un curso en espanol. 

“Cuando vine a Estados Unidos me 
dediqué a estudiar. Tomé ciencia de 
computadoras en secundaria después de un 
solo ano de haber estudiado inglés. Pasé 
trabajo; pasé de curso, pero pasé trabajo. Y 
esa experiencia la observo en estudiantes 
hispanos actualmente”, explica. 

Rosario esta esperanzado en que este 
programa libere a los hispanos de 
dificultades lingiiisticas y alcancen algo 
mas atractivo que el aislado estudio del 
inglés. 

“Muchos de esos estudiantes hispanos 
son profesionales en sus paises. Cuando 
vinieron a Estados Unidos debieron empezar 
de nuevo. Algunos pasaron trabajo por dos 
o tres anos estudiando inglés antes de tomar 
un curso acreditado. Muchos se frustraron”, 
afirma Rosario. 

Las aspiraciones del instructor en torno 
al curso de cinco semanas -a llevarse a cabo 
en el campo estudiantil de Haverhill-, son 
hacer que los estudiantes hispanos se 


sientan cOmodos con las funciones y 
operacion de las computadoras. 

“Las dos primeras semanas prefiero que 
los estudiantes se familiaricen con las 
computadoras. O sea, que aprendan a 
reconocer las partes de éstas. Pretendo 
ensefiarles el significado y uso de ‘megs’ y 
‘roms’ -combinaci6n y memoria-”, afirma 
Rosario. Las otras tres semanas se destinaran 
solo a operacién de equipos. El estudiante 
aprenderaa desenvolverse con documentos; 
a organizar archivos, y al acceso a codigos 
de operaciOn”, expone. 

Asegura el instructor que reina el 
entusiasmo entre los estudiantes hispanos. 

“Hay muchos estudiantes interesados 
en este programa, ya que quieren un curso 
adicionalal solo estudio del inglés, en el que 
muchos pierden entusiasmo”, dice. 

Rosario enfoca el beneficio que puede 
originar el programa en sus participantes. 

“Si se aprende por lo menos un 
Procesador de Palabras puede resultar 
beneficioso tanto para hispanos como para 
cualquier otras nacionalidades. He visto a 
estudiantes alcanzar los niveles mas altos 


“There are a few things we're trying to 
do to increase enrollment, like looking at 
our advertising,” Dimitry said. “Maybe 
there’s something in our marketing and 
advertising that’s not quite good enough, 
so we are examining it, but frankly ifthere’s 
something wrong with it, no one has a clue 
what it is. We are going to bring in some 
people from the outside to take a look at it.” 

“We must introduce new programs of 
instruction,” Dimitry said, “We must elimi- 
nate a number of existing programs, speak- 
ing about the already suspended programs.” 

Dimitry said he’s been involved with 
community colleges since 1954, but this is 
the first he has seen an enrollment decline. 

“Two thing's that I'm worried about are, 
we are pricing people out of this market. 
They’re not going anywhere else. They're 
going nowhere,” Dimitry said. 

He said people can’t afford to go to 
college. 

“Students are taking fewer and fewer 
courses and I know why, because often they 
want to take five courses, but can only 
afford three. Worse yet, some can't afford 
to take one course,” he said. 

Dimitry said his second worrisome point 
is that UMass/Lowell is offering a number of 
one-year certificate programs, adding NECC 
should offer the same to stay competitive. 

“Lowell is a worthy opponent and we are 
going to go head-to-head, and we're going 
to come up with better and more interest- 
ingand hopefully lower-costing programs,” 
Dimitry said. 


Computer guru 
B. Baron photo 

INSTRUCTOR JOHNNY Rosario will 

teach his course in Spanish soon. 


espanol 


de inglés, y aun se les dificulta el 
aprendizaje de computadoras, debido 
a la terminologia”, explica, y afade: 
“Aun personas de habla inglesa pasan 
trabajo”. 

Rosario considera que los hispanos 
deberian aprovechar la oportunidad 
de aprender un _ poco. sobre 
computadoras. 

“El estudiante tendria una vision 
mas clara sobre el funcionamiento de 
una computadora. El programa asistira 
a estudiantes de cursos acreditados en 
computadoras, y que tienen problemas 
con el idioma inglés. Espero que este 
programa alivie la carga del estudiante 
hispano”, expresa Rosario. 

“Para mi la computadora es un 
mundo interesante; es lo que hago y 
amo, y es algo que quiero compartir 
con otros”, concluye Rosario. 


Para preguntas sobre el programa, 
llamea Johnny Rosarioen el laboratorio 
de computadoras en Lawrence, 
extension 4244. 
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Disease doesn’t stop family from caring 


@ Brother and sister team 
deliver powerful message 


about AIDS education 


By JAMES GRAHAM 
Staff Reporter 


“A couple of times, he’s been hospitalized.” 
As Jennifer Nicols speaks about her 
brother, tears roll down her face. Love for 
Henry Nicols runs very deep in this family 
as his sister, Jennifer, travels the country 
giving lectures at her brother’s side. 

In “Living with AIDS,” the pair hope that 
by sharing their story, they can educate 
people about the disease. Most recently, 
they took their message to NECC. 

Henry, a 21-year-old AIDS victim, was 
infected with the HIV virus when he was 10, 
following a blood transfusion. 

In order to become an Eagle Scout, Henry 
chose an AIDS educational program, where 
he educated local high schools. Soon after, 
he found himself traveling the country and, 
within four months, he was in People maga- 
zine. 

As Henry entered his senior year in high 
school, he developed full-blown AIDS. Now 
in the fight of his life, Jennifer accompanies 


him around the world to educate on AIDS 
and prevention. 

According to Jennifer, people can do a 
couple of things to help prevent AIDS: first, 
donate blood to help save lives, and second, 
fight homophobia. 

When AIDS first struck America, it was 
only seen in homosexuals and people 
thought of it as a gay disease, until the 
number of victims increased, Jennifer said. 

She said 75 percent of cases occur among 
heterosexuals and the fastest growing rate 
in these cases occurs between the ages of 16 
and 25. 

“More people have died of AIDS than in 
the Vietnam War,” Jennifer said, with an- 
ger. “It wasn’t acknowledged by President 
Reagan until a good majority of Americans 
died from the disease.” 

She knows her brother will die one day 
and asks why these things keep happening? 

Henry and Jennifer have met with Presi- 
dent and Clinton and the First Lady, they 
have spoken to congress and traveled as far 
as Japan to spread their message. 

Despite the traveling, Jennifer talks about 
how Henry gets whatever he wants. 

“All my life I’ve always wanted to shoot 
a machine gun,” Jennifer said as Henry 
butts in, “who doesn’t?” 

Henry may have a: deadly virus, but 


apparently it does not stop him from hav- 
ing fun. He still enjoys his normal activities 
including scuba-diving, knee-boarding, and 
mountain climbing. 

“I want to believe I’m invincible, like 
everybody else,” he said. 

As the two stood on stage speaking 


/ 


The human side of the AIDS crisis 


C. Caron photo 
JENNIFER AND Henry Nichols describe how they cope with Henry’s 
disease. 


before an audience, a cup of water was 
shared between them, showing their love 
for one another. 


Jennifer closed speaking about her love 
for Henry and the fact that he would not be 
around much longer. 


Holocaust healing begins in campus lecture 


By JAMES GRAHAM 
Staff Reporter 


“Acts of Reconciliation,” a dialogue between 
a daughter of Holocaust survivors and a 
daughter of a German soldier, was pre- 
sented recently by the NECC cultural diver- 
sity committee in the Bentley Library. 
The presentation, featuring Anna 
Smulowitz and Natalie Fasolt, seeks to heal 
the emotional wounds incurred by children 
during World War II. 
~Smulowitz, 47, whose parents were Ho- 
_ locaust survivors, said in order for her to 
feel complete, she must talk about and try 
to prevent such occurrences from happen- 


Students to 


@ Continued from page 1 


people coming forward with accusations 
that Hess used intimidation to get female 
students to grant him sexual favors. 

“They're standing in line to tell what 
he’s been up to for the last 10 years,” Colella 
said. 

Dimitry said administration is reexam- 
ining what it thought was the best sexual 
harassment policy in the state. 

Santiago and Morrison are deeply af- 
fected by the current affairs, Colella said. 

“Naturally, they’re suffering from what 
they’re going through. Unfortunately, two 
young women had to come forward to tell 
what went on,” Colella said. “Who is sup- 
posed to come forward and say there’s 


ing again. 

“My work is as a Holocaust educator,” 
Smulowitz said. 

The two met at Logan Airport in Boston, 
both on their way to the Generation After 
meeting in Germany, which consisted of 
people affected by Adolf Hitler’s reign of 
terror. 

The difference between the two women, 
besides their ethnicity, is that Smulowitz is 
familiar with her history, whereas Fasolt is 
unclear about her past. 

“T’ve been trained not to remember,” 
said Fasolt, 42. “I was very familiar with 
bombed and burning buildings.” 

Fasolt said she does recall drawing a 


swastika on the house wall when she was 4 
years old, trying to irritate her mother. Of 
course it worked, she said, and her mother 
told her “it was very bad.” 

Fasolt immigrated to the United States 
from Germany in 1978. She said she had 
trouble growing up and figuring out who 
she was and what she wanted in life. 

“No matter how hard I tried to become 
an American, it didn’t work,” she said, 
explaining her past experiences have made 
her the person she is today. 

“My job is to get as much of the stories 
and remember,” she said: “Whatever I can 
do, is my responsibility.” 

She went on to say how she felt guilt, 


shame and responsibility over what her 
family had done during the war. 

“They tell me we did nothing,” she said. 

Her shame, she said, comes from who 
she represents, and her sense of responsi- 
bility encourages her to share her experi- 
ences with other. 

When Fasolt shared these feelings, 
Smulowitz told her friend, “Your parents lie 
to you, I think they are liars.” 

Asked what she thought about the Mas- 
sachusetts resident recently accused of be- 
ing a Nazi, Smulowitz said, “never too late 
to hang a Nazi.” 

The presentation allowed them to speak 
to each other in a comfortable atmosphere. 


sue college in Hess harassment case 


something wrong? Is it two 19-year-old 
girls? No, it should have been the adminis- 
tration. I’m glad the girls had the backbone 
to come forward because the administra- 
tion doesn’t.” 

Dimitry feels the current controversy 
will strengthen the college in the long run. 

“Out of this, we will strengthen the 
institution. There will be an easier way to 
report you’ve been sexually harassed,” he 
said. 

“A policy is just a statement,” said Eleanor 
Hope-McCarthy, professor department of 
English and member of the sexual harass- 
ment resource group. “There has to be a 
distinction between policy and procedure. 
NECC has a policy that is standard through 
out the community colleges.” 


Would you like to... 
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374-3722 


Make a difference! 
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Literacy Tutor. 


She explained NECC doesn’t have a spe- 
cific procedure to follow. If a student has a 
complaint about sexual harassment, he or 
she would not receive much information 
about where to go with the complaint, or 
how the complaint can be investigated and 
who will investigate it. 

“That’s what a procedure is and at this 
point in time we don’t have one,” Hope- 
McCarthy said. 

With sexual harassment, laws changed 
just a few years ago. A person who feels he 
or she is being sexually harassed can now 
sue a business or school. 

“What we’re dealing with here is some- 
thing that has gone on allegedly for a 
number of years, and it is only recently that 
the law changed to hold the college respon- 


PERMANENT HAIR REMOVAL 
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sible,” McCarthy said. 

Sexual harassment is seen as a part of 
affirmative action, and under the law, 
women are perceived more vulnerable, she 
said. 

“(NECC) does not have an affirmative 
action officer separate from the personnel 
office,” she said. 

The affirmative action officer of NECC, 
whose job it is to investigate claims of 
harassment, is the associate dean of per- 
sonnel, who in this case is Fabrucci. 

“I wish students were given more sup- 
port,” Hope-McCarthy said. “If we as a com- 
mittee develop an information packet more 
than a pamphlet, we could get the word 
out.” Managing Editor, Tracy Geekie contrib- 
uted to this story. 
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Bridging the deaf communications gap 


New sign language 
instructor brings wealth 
of experience to program 


By WILLIAM G. MOBLEY 
Staff Reporter 


evin Fleese, American sign language 
KCisssces joins the ranks of NECC’s 

faculty with the goal of initiating 
communication between the deafand hear- 
ing communities. 

Bill Huston, curriculum coordinator for 
the Sign Language Interpreter Program, 
translated for Fleese, who spoke of his14 
years of teaching experience. 

“I had taken a course on teaching and it 
showed me that I wanted to teach people, so 
I got a job at Digital Equipment Corpora- 
tion teaching American Sign Language and 
the use of VAX machines to employees,” 
Fleese said. 

After some time, he transferred to the 
Digital office in Massachusetts, where he 
found himself also teaching part time at 
Northeastern University, Boston University 
and U.Mass/Boston, Fleese said. 


Trivia Answers 


Sports: 

1. Don Baylor 

2. Reggie Jackson 
3. Ty Cobb 

4. John Valentin 
5. Nolan Ryan 


Arts: 

1. Stuart Sutcliffe 

2. I Wanna Hold Your Hand 
3. Hey Jude 

4. Hinkley 

5. Ringo 


Read the signs 

B. Baron photo 
KEVIN FLEECE, new American Sign 
Language instructor. 


Many hearing-impaired and deaf stu- 
dents attend NECC. For these people, Fleese 
would like very much to “contribute to a 
stronger education.” 


Some students are all but forced from 
many classes due to the communication 
problems between themselves and teach- 
ers, a hindrance Fleese hopes to someday 
overcome with his students’ help. Remov- 
ing this barrier would allow for a larger 
realm of classes for deaf students. 

“It would be really nice to have the 
whole faculty knowing ASL,” Fleese signed. 

Fleese also serves as co-adviser for the 
colleges’ ASL club, an organization which, 
among other things, recruits professionals 
to talk to deaf students and shows how 
equipment for deaf students works. 

The club also serves as a cultural aware- 
ness group which attempts to get rid of the 
prejudices’ against the deaf and hearing- 
impaired. 

Fleese, capable of getting a laugh out of 
his students, appeared well-liked when seen 
teaching his ASL III course by Huston. 

“They were making jokes about the sub- 
ject they were discussing. He was making 
signs they found funny,” Huston said. 

“Kevin is highly regarded by the deaf 
community,” he said. "We're lucky to have 
someone of his caliber working here. He 
respects both deaf culture and hearing cul- 
ture. This man (because of his skills) is a 
gold mine for our department.” 
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Fleese has a bachelor’s degree in com- 
puter information systems and communi- 
cation arts, both from Gallaudet University. 

He is a Notre Dame fan, and he also 
enjoys hiking, camping and other outdoor 
activities. 

In his spare time, he is working toward 
a master’s degree in deaf education at Bos- 
ton University. 
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Student Activities 


Red Auerbach 


7 pm - Thursday 
November 3 


Old South Meeting 
House, Boston 


Rosalynn Carter 


12:30 pm - 
Wednesday 
November 9 


Old South Meeting 
House, Boston 


Dra 


n called 


Janet Reno 


7 pm - Thursday 
November 17 


Matthews Arena 
Northeastern Univ. 


In a rare public appearance, the le 
of the Boston Celtics, Red Auerbach, joins us on the 

eve of the Celtics final season in the old Boston Garden 
to reflecton his remarkable career in 
basketball. Sponsored by the Athletic/ Intramural program. 


After nearly two 
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bject to } 
su change. 


offers you 


ndary President 


rofessional 


from her newly-published book Helping Yourself 


Carter, former First Lady and 


Help E 

founder of the Rosalynn Carter Institute for Human 
Development joins us this afternoon to discuss what has 
bee: a "caregiving crisis” and how we can better 
meet the needs of caregivers so th 


important work. Sponsored 


can continue their 
Activities. 


mo yeaie in office, our nation's first female 


Janet Reno, joins us tonight to share 
nm. This date is 
the Student Activities office to 

by Student Activities. 


Students hope to become Ho 


@ Sisters get picked out 
of 600 to show talent 
in Hollywood convention 


By ANDREW DeBENEDICTIS 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 


en NECC students Leighanne 
and Suzanne Russo heard an 
advertisement on the radio 


about a talent audition, little did they know 
of the opportunity they were about to 
stumble upon. 

Not until they received a call five days 
later telling them they had been chosen to 
compete in the International Modeling and 
Talent Association convention in Hollywood 
did they realize how lucky they were. 

From Jan. 8-15, 1995 they will attend the 
IMTA convention, where they will compete 
with selected individuals in various catego- 
ries from over the world. 

“When I heard about it (the Boston audi- 
tions) on the radio, I figured it was a great 
way to get noticed,” Suzanne said, “even 
though they were going to be held the 
following day.” 

The audition took place Sept. 18 at the 
John Robert Powers agency, a highly recog- 
nized modeling agency in Boston. 

Unfortunately, the twins weren’t the 
only ones thinking about the opportunity, 
as they waited in line with some 600 other 
hopefuls 

“T felt like we didn’t have a chance,” 
Leighanne said. “There were a lot of tall, 
professional looking models; however, we 
were the only twins, so I felt like we hada 
bit of an advantage.” 

They were judged in four different sec- 
tions: runway modeling, singing, acting 
out a dialogue in a soap opera or T.V. 
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sitcom, and reciting the lines of a commer- 
cial. 

“It was very nerve-wracking because we 
had to perform right in front of the judges 
making it very personal,” Leighanne said. “I 
felt a lot more comfortable during the 
singing part of the audition because I con- 
sider that our strength.” 

Apparently the judges thought so, too, 
asking them if they could keep the twins’ 
singing demo tape. 

About a week later, they received a phone 
call from the agency, announcing that they 
had become two of 20 people chosen to 
attend the Hollywood convention. 

Although the auditions are over, the 
twins still have a great deal of work ahead 
of them. 

From now until January, they will attend 
workshops at the modeling agency, which 
will teach them the basic techniques judges 
will look for throughout the competition. 

An awards ceremony will be held at the 
end of the convention, where top competi- 
tors in each category will be acknowledged, 
they said. 

“If you win an award, it is almost guar- 
anteed that you will get approached by an 
agent,” Suzanne said. 

Since the age of 5, the twins appeared 
publicly in musical productions and other 
stage performances while living in Indiana. 

From starring in the musicals My Fair 
Lady, Into the Woods and Anything Goes to 
singing in Disney World, the twins have 
had a sufficient amount of stage experi- 
ence. 

They also sang at the closing ceremonies 
of the Pan—Am Games and have had model- 
ing experience such as runway modeling in 
the JC Penny Seventeen Magazine Fashion 
Show. 

At 16, they toured for two weeks in 
Europe and now at 19, upon moving to 
Massachusetts, they face possibly their big- 


gest opportunity to Y 
become nationally 
recognized. 

When they re- 
ceived the call from 
the agency inform- 
ing them of the 
“good news,” they 
told them about a 
fee of $4,000, which 
includes all expenses 
for the trip as well as 
a portfolio and the 
training, Suzanne 
said. 

The twins made 
calls to different 
sources in California 
with ties to a num- 
ber of modeling 
agencies in Los An- 
geles tocheckonthe 
authenticity of the 
offer. 

They learned that 
it was far worth the 
price and that it was 
indeed “a rare op- 
portunity, definitely 
something worth- 
while.” 

To counter false 
scam accusations, 
the agency provides 
a list, available to all 
participants, of the 
well-known agencies present at the conven- 
tion, an employee for John Robert Powers 
said. 

“Speaking from experience, I can say 
that life is truly different after the conven- 
tion,” she said. 

“We give our students excellent training 
before they leave. The training itself is well 
worth the price.” 


liywood twins 


File photo 


TWINS, SUZANNE and Leighanne Russo hope to catch 
the eye of talent agencies from around the country. 


When the convention is over, Leighanne 
and Suzanne are guaranteed work through 
the agency. 

They are following a dream as perform- 
ers, they said that whatever it takes they 
will go through with. 

In attending this event in Hollywood, 
they believe they’re taking the first step in 
the right direction. 
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Bradford College offers 
Bachelor’s degrees in 
Humanities, Creative Arts, 
Human Studies, 
Management and Natural Science 

& Mathematics 


For more information contact: 

Kathy Bresnahan, Transfer Counselor, 

320 South Main Street, Bradford, MA 01835 
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800-336-6448 


Smolak Farms 


Wed., Oct. 26, 
Cost: °6°° 
Bus leaves 


Haverhill campus 5 p.m. 


Lawrence campus 5:30 p.m. 
Tickets must be purchased by Fri., Oct. 14, 
and the trip is limited to 80 people. 


Spooky World 


Pres Oct, 23, 


Bus leaves 


Cost: #125° 


Haverhill campus 6:30 p.m. 
Lawrence campus 7 p.m. 


and may be purchased 


in Lawrence L-105, 


and in Haverhill F-133. 
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Candid questions, answers 


® Student views range from 
ignorance to indifference in 
random campus sampling 


By CHRISTINE CARON 
Staff Reporter 


has put the spotlight on the issue of homo 

sexuality at NECC. The lifestyle brings out 
mixed student reaction, which range from hatred to 
acceptance. 

“(Homosexuality) sucks,” Ann Macy said. “Get rid 
of them. I feel bad that I’m so prejudiced, but I’ve had 
many bad experiences.” 

Others are more accepting. 

“It doesn’t bother me,” Lyn Thomas said. “Homo- 
sexuals are just like everyone else. I don’t under- 
stand why people treat them differently. No one ever 
asked heterosexuals what they do in bed.” 

“Hey, it’s the 90s,” Monia Ata said. “So, I choose 
to be straight, but people should have a right to 
choose.” 

“What one does is his or her business,” Doug Pica 


v : Vhe presence of the newly formed HEART Club 


said. “We shouldn’t condemn as much. People are 
people; it shouldn’t affect us.” 

Then there are those who don’t mind, but... 

“I don’t mind as long as they keep it to them- 
selves. I don’t want to see it,” Becky Provencal said. 

“I feel it’s cool until someone approaches me; 
then I want them to back off,” John Shepard said. 
“It’s foreign to me.” 

Some prefer to remain neutral. 

“T just try to live my own life. I can’t say homo- 
sexuality is good or bad,” Robert Silvera said. “I’ma 
Christian, and personally I don’t agree with it, but 
people shouldn’t be judged for something like that.” 

“I personally think it’s wrong, but if that’s the 
way they choose to live, it’s their choice,” Jennifer 
Howard said. 

Apathy prevails among some. 

“Believe what you will about homosexuals, I 
don’t judge. I hate stereotypes,” Jose Gonzales said. 

Some people take the realistic view, knowing 
how society is today. 

“I feel people have the right to live their lives 
privately,” Barbara Lord said. “If they want to be that 
way, more power to them, but life doesn’t work that 
way. I guess they’re marked for life.” 

News Editor Brian Moore contributed to this story 
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New club 


® With the focus on education 
and support, new campus club, 
HEART, welcomes all regardless 
of sexual orientation 


By TRACY GEEKIE 
Managing Editor 


Education Awareness Reinforces Togetherness 
- and if the president, David Jackson, has his 
way, the club will do just that. 

The new club aims to educate students on the 
issues pertaining to homosexuality. It is open to all 
students and faculty, regardless of sexual prefer- 
ence, and invites anyone to attend who may have 
questions or concerns. 

“What HEART is going to try to do is to educate 
these students on how to come out,” Jackson said. “I 
want'to take the club and treat it like a business — 
and end it on a social note.” 

Jackson, a commercial art student, is openly gay. 
He has no qualms about voicing his opinions of 
homosexuality on campus, saying, “(Homosexual- 
ity) doesn’t need to be an issue. I’m not going to walk 
up to the (NECC) president and say ‘hi, I’m David. I’m 
gay.” 

The fact that the campus had no active homo- 
sexual support group was one feature that Jackson 
considered in attending NECC. 


Ly Whe acronym HEART translates to Homosexual 


“I looked for a car 
club,” he said. 
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Students give pers 


® Through openly discussing 
their homosexuality, two stu- 
dents bring the subject out of 
the closet and into campus life 


By SCOTT FERREN 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 


D avid Jackson, a gay student, was married to 


a woman for 18 months as a test to see if he 
was really gay. 

Ingrid Rivera, a lesbian student, has a child from 
a previous relationship. 

Both have abandoned their former identities as 
heterosexuals and are nowcomfortable talking about 
their homosexuality - comfortable enough to form 
two support groups on campus. 

Jackson, acommercial art student, is president of 
HEART and works closely with vice president Rivera, 
a liberal arts: social work student. Both had feelings 
for people of the same gender from very early ages, 
and have dealt with discrimination because of their 
sexual orientation. Here they openly discuss their 
sexuality and gay/lesbian issues. 

Is sexual preference inherited at birth, or chosen later on 
in life? 

DJ: “I believe it’s there from birth, whether it’s 
genetic; either the brain is missing a hormone, or 
overactive on a particular hormone, it’s definitely 
there from birth. I don’t believe it’s something that 
you learn, if it was, you should be able to unteach 
yourself. Being gay, lesbian, trans-gender orienta- 
tion is nothing you can change. You can suppress it 
and hide it, but you can’t change it.” 

IR: “I don’t think you inherit it, but I think it’s 
always with you — whether you’re born with it or 
discover it later on. I always knew that I liked 
women, but I didn’t know that it was being a lesbian. 
I found out later that’s what it was labeled.” 

When did you have your first homosexual experience? 

DJ: It was with an older neighborhood child when 
I was 8. It just kind of happened. It was definitely 
mutual, it wasn’t a forced incident. It probably 
happened a half-dozen times during that summer. 
Everyone’s curious, and I just knew that was my 
preference and that’s why I did it.” 

IR: “I used to play around with all the neighbor- 
hood girls when i was 8 or something. I did experi- 
ence a lot with girls, just hugging and kissing and 
acting like a boy and a girl would act. I just brushed 
it off as a little secret fantasy, but I never did more 
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“It’s there. You hear it,” he said. “If a hate crime 
happens, it needs to be reported.” 

Dimitry was also not overly concerned with any 
security issues that may arise. 

“I can’t imagine there would be any safety 
problems,” he said. “I haven’t heard any criticism or 
reaction to this group. I would assume (the campus) 
wouldn’t be shocked by it.” 

While most of the students expressed indiffer- 

ence, some students hesitated to give their 
full name or asked to use a psuedonym 
when identified. 
One part-time student who asked 
to be referred to only as Marilyn, 
summed up her opinion of cam- 
pus attitude by saying, “The kids 
around here kind of make fun of 
(homosexuality). They make gay 
jokes. I don’t think they’re emo- 
tionally ready (for the club).” 
Though, she added, “I think (the 
club) is great. It accepts people 
with a difference.” 

For the most part, faculty reaction remains neu- 
tral, with only one professor addressing the issue on 
a broader base. Professor of philosophy, James 
Gustafson, argued that homosexuality “would seem 
to be not natural.” 

“I think acting out homosexual behavior is not an 
appropriate use of our sexual nature,” Gustafson 
said. “You have to say sexual apparatus is to repro- 
duce the species.” 

Although he is adviser to the Open Door Fellow- 
ship, a religious support group on campus, Gustafson 
pointed out that he is not speaking on behalf of the 


group’s members. In addition, he said the club’s 
presence and the organizer’s outspokenness is not 
an infringement on his own beliefs. He defended the 
group’s right to voice their opinions. 

“Regardless of what the topic is, there should be 
an open forum for discussion,” he said. 

“I can summarize it by saying it’s none of my 
business, and in my opinion, it’s no one else’s 
either,” said Francis Leary, professor, the business 
dept.. 

There are no solid figures on the number of 
homosexual students on campus, but Jackson esti- 
mates the homosexual population is close to 8 to 12 
percent based on the One-in-Ten theory, which 
states that there is one homosexual person in every 
ten people. With no actual census, the figure is 
disputed by some. 

Faculty member Frank Knutkowski, electronic 
technician, said he thought the number of homo- 
sexual students on campus was at the low end. 

“T think it’s 5 or maybe 6 percent,” he said. 

Reducing the figure even further, Gustafson said 
the percentage was probably closer to 1 1/2 percent, 
based on a study performed by the ‘scientific arm of 
Planned Parenthood.’ 

He also cited earlier homosexual research as 
being unreliable because studies weren’t always 
performed accurately. 

“One study was conducted in a prison,” he said. 

Another student argued the validity of the popu- 
lation estimate. 

“How can you figure that out?” asked John Abruzzi, 
student. “That’s like saying 10 to 12 percent of the 
people are 42 years-old and balding like me. You 
wouldn’t know that if I didn’t take my hat off.” 


The actual figures of the homosexual population 
on campus are speculative with most people citing 
fear as a main reason the homosexual community is 
not as visible. 

“I feel that homosexuals have always been on 
campus,” said Priscilla Bellairs, professor of English 
and HEART adviser. “I’m sure that there are some 
(students) who are afraid to live that identity.” 

Bellairs was approached last spring by the now 
vice-president of HEART, Ingrid Rivera, who was 
interested in starting the club. 

“I’m really glad I could do that,” Bellairs said of 
being adviser. 

HEART, which distributes handouts and plans to 
invite guest speakers to the college, will soon be 
accessible by E-mail. 

In addition, a separate support group, headed by 
Rivera, also meets on alternate Mondays. The group, 
called the Alternative Lifestyles Support Group, is 
the sister organization to HEART. 

“Support is just that - passive,” Jackson said. 
“Club is active - making noise and charges.” 

Currently, the club meets in the student center. 
Interested students can contact Bellairs at ext. 5857 
for more details. 

“What I most hope is that all gay and lesbian 
students will drop in,” Bellairs said. 

Despite the optimism, Jackson realizes not every- 
one will accept HEART. 

“There are still going to be some people who are 
going to be extremely irate because you put it in the 
paper,” he said. Though he added, “I kind of hope 
that people will see this club as a way of expressing 
themselves—of dealing with their homophobia.” 
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itivesince I've come out; I’ve 


been very happy. I’m not lying to myself anymore. 
It’s. much, much better. I feel that sometimes when 
people come out, they don’t know a lot of people or 
the gay lifestyle. I couldn’t hold it any longer. I 
needed to just be with somebody. It wasn’t a sexual 
thing, I just needed to experience holding another 
woman in a loving way, not like a friendship kind of 
thing.” 

What are the differences between homosexual and 
heterosexual relationships? 

DJ: “I don’t think it differs at all. I feel my 
homosexual relationships were easier to deal with 
than my marriage was.” 

IR: “I think they’re alike in a lot of ways; it’s just 
a relationship with two people caring about each 
other. That’s the way I want to see it, the way I hope 
everybody would see it, then we wouldn’t seem so 
different. I think with two women, the relationship 
is more verbal. I guess women are more open and 
sensitive. (The sex) is more intense; it’s very emo- 
tional and soft. I’m not going to lie and say sex with 
men is horrible, although some women feel that 
way, but on an emotional level, it’s so much deeper 
and intense with another woman. | feel that two 
women just have a certain kind of relationship, a 
bond that a man and a woman could never have.” 

How did your first real sexual relationship come about? 

DJ: “I was 11. He was my best friend, and we had 
grown up somewhat together. We just hit it off and 
it lasted for seven years. It may have just been a 
childhood friendship that turned sexual, I don’t 
know. I was too young to analyze it.” 

IR: “It wasn’t until I was 19 or 20. It was very 
different because it wasn’t just petty touching or 
kissing. It was very sexual. It was a really strong 
friendship. I felt comfortable telling the girl how I 
felt, and she’s straight, but she wanted to experience 
that. I felt like I couldn’t wait any longer because I 
didn’t know anyone that was gay. I felt like I was the 
only one. When I spoke to her about it, we had a brief 
relationship but after that I just went out into the 
gay world.” 

What kinds of discrimination have you had to face since 
coming out? 

DJ: “I was fired from a high school as the audio/ 
visual director. No cause was given. I had excellent 
recommendations from both the superintendent 
and the principal that fired me. I had come out to 
faculty members one week prior to my being fired. 
I feel like I’ve lost some good friends, and I feel that 
there are some people who would love to be my 
friend if I wasn’t gay.” 

IR: “I went to go get a (two-bedroom) apartment 
and I loved it, and he (the landlord) was ready to give 
it tome, then when he found out my lover was going 


Supportive role 
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INGRID RIVERA, Alternative Lifestyles 
Group president, speaks out on lesbianism. 


to share the room with me, and my daughter would 
sleep in the other bedroom, I called him the next day 
and he had given the apartment to someone else. It’s 
not a fact that it was discrimination, but I feel it was 
in my hands and then all of a sudden he gave it to 
somebody else.” 

Do you think gay couples should be allowed to adopt? 

DJ: “There are a lot of children out there who need 
stable homes. If they’ve got the love and support to 
bring up a child in a non-discriminating, non-biased 
atmosphere, then all the power to them. 

“I see it in the next five years. There’s a demand 
to get these kids in loving foster homes. It’s going to 
become politically correct to let a gay or lesbian 
couple adopt in the same way companies are re- 
quired to hire a certain amount of minorities.” 

Will it ever be legal for homosexual couples to be 
married? 

IR: “I hope so. I think it’s legal in Alaska. It’s 
ridiculous that if two people could love each other 
and they want to make a family together, then it 
shouldn’t be stopped. They’re going to do it anyway. 
I have a lot of friends that are married. It’s not legal, 
but they are.” 

How do you feel about the treatment of gay/lesbian 
people in movies such as Philadelphia? 

DJ: “I think Philadelphia was excellently put to- 
gether, and excellently executed. That movie and 
..And The Band Played On has had excellent impact.” 

IR: “I was very disappointed because I felt that it 


See Editorial, p. 2 


was totally unrealistic. Here is a man dying of AIDS 
who happens to be gay and he has a Latino lover. His 
family adores him and supports him and loves his 
boyfriend. It was unrealistic because there was no 
conflict. Not that I want conflict, but this is reality. 
Reality is conflict. There wasn’t one person that said 
‘it’s because you're gay that you're being punished.’ 
Even if parents are very accepting, they'll try to look 
within themselves and say ‘what did I do wrong?’ 
The movie didn’t show any conflict whatsoever.” 

How about a movie like Basic Instinct where Sharon 
Stone plays a bisexual, ice-pick wielding psychopath? 

IR: “That pissed me off, because they perceive this 
woman as a bisexual, but she had to be a murderer.” 

Why do you think there’s a tendency for film- 
makers to include lesbian love scenes, but not gay 
males ones? Or why is it seemingly more acceptable 
to be a lesbian, but not a gay male? 

DJ: “I feel the only reason is because females find 
it easier to come out than a man does. That’s the 
biggest difference. If it was more acceptable for a 
man to come out, I think it would be even. The more 
men come out and stand up and be a man, then it 
won't be an issue.” 

IR: “That pisses me off, too, because I feel that the 
only reason they show women is because it’s a 
sexual turn-on for straight males. I feel bad for gay 
men, because it’s harder for them to come out. I 
don’t like the way it’s portrayed sometimes. Some 
people are disgusted by seeing gays together, but if 
it’s two women, the first question is, ‘Can I watch 
you?’ That’s why it’s always so sexualized because 
it’s a sexy thing for two women, but it’s supposed to 
be disgusting for two men.” 

Do you have any famous homosexual role models? 

See Gay, page 10 


Statistics. 


@ Page 10, NECC Observer, Wednesday, Oct. 12, 1994 


held by the co- “Op | oO ice 
It Week.” 


Students who won fade Mie patel 
accounting; Asnaldo Mendez, electron- — 


ics technology; Mary Twommey, com- 


puter & information systems and Chris- - Rode Gag 
tine Bouressa, desktop publishing won. sarl0 Gare 


Bradford College : 
rep. here Oct. 31. 


Julie Maldonado — 
At Large 


_ Sarah Huskey 
oS sherry samuel S 


Bradford College transfer. councilor, - 


Kathy Besenahan, will bein the counsel- 


ing center at the Haverhill campus, Mon- : 
— scored 100 perc 
_ National Counci 


day, Oct. 31, from noon to 1 p.m. - 
Topics of discussion include, transfer 


evaluation, process -and transfer student a 


scholarships. 


Scholarships. are | based ona a2 = 


~ cumlatve GPA, and are ‘one-half tuiti 
available for two. ee S 


95 


Carol Cabrer 


By BRIAN MOORE 
News Editor 
Incidents: 

Sept. 30: A student reported two MTX 
speakers and speaker box, two Rockford 
amplifiers and a Kenwood amplifier were 


Auto Radiator 
Service 
Inc. 


die 


Complete Auto 
Repairs 


143 Marston Street 
Lawrence 


(508) 685-9251 


>. Advantage 


Peuae builds confidence. 


stolen from his car while parked in the 
NECC faculty parking lot. 

A student fainted outside of F-building. 
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Gay students speak out 


Continued from page 9 


DJ: “My role model is more of a personal 
mentor. It’s Sen. Dale McCormick (Maine). 
She’s helped me tremendously to come out 
of the closet. She was the first person | 
confided in. I confided in her before I con- 
fided in my best friend.” 

IR: “The only person I can think of is 
Amanda Bearse from Married With Children, 
(who plays Marcy). Only because she’s a 
lesbian mother like me and she just came 
out nationally. I thought that was pretty 
great. I think it’s hard, especially when 
you rein the publiceye and you’rea mother.” 

What do you think of people who say they feel 
OK about homosexuals to your face, but actually 
think otherwise? 

DJ: “Everyone’s prejudiced, to what ex- 
tent varies. If you don’t have an opinion, 
then you’re not human, and to have an 
opinion means you're prejudiced against 
something. I think there’s a lot of ulterior 
motives behind people being friends with 
gays, especially politicians. ‘Let’s support 
the gays until November, then bash on 
them hard.’ 

“The gay population is getting much 
larger and people are trying to find areas to 
use them to their advantage.” 

IR: “I think (telling people I’m a lesbian) 
it’s a shock and people say, ‘no, it doesn’t 
bother me at all’ and I say, ‘it doesn’t bother 


me that you're straight’ (laughs). After a 
while, they overlook it because they know 
I’m a cool person.” 

What do you say to the argument that straight 
people don’t advertise their sexuality, or have 
straight-pride parades, so why should you? 

IR: “They don’t run around saying they're 
straight because they’ve never been de- 
ptived. They have laws to protect them as 
human beings, but we need laws to protect 
us as being gay. We need to go marching 
because we need the ability to walk around 
and be ourselves. There are laws for minori- 
ties and the disabled preventing discrimi- 
nation, and we need that to prevent it for 
us, too. We’re not asking you to under- 
stand, or agree with us, just don’t beat us 
up.” 

What would happen if you found out gay 
bashing was happening on campus? 

DJ: “If somebody gets bashed on cam- 
pus, there’s going to be war. If [don’t get a 
response from upper authorities, I will have 
no problem at all going to big media. But if 
I don’t get results, and I don’t get them 
soon, you know what an article can do. 

“I don’t see it happening, but I’m ready 
for it, I’ve got all my bases covered. It’s not 
that I’m looking for it, but ifit happens, I’ve 
got to be ready to counter it. If something 
happens here, it can’t be brushed under the 
carpet. It’s not going to happen here if I 
have my way about it.” 


: David Jackson ; 
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“Everyone's prejudiced, to what extent varies. If you 
don’t have an opinion, then you’re not human, and to 
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Required Reading 


$8 Per Hour * 3-5 Hour Shifts » Monday - Friday 


Here's a simple assignment for any college student - one which could pay off for 
the rest of your life. Take a look at the information in this ad and compute how 
much college money you're eligible for when you work as a Part-time Package 
Handler with UPS. Work one of the following shifts: 
°6to 11 p.m. 
°*3 to 8 a.m. 


If your math worked out correctly, you came up with a 
staggering figure. Now here's how you get the job: 


Apply in person at UPS any Thursday from 2-4 p.m., 90 
Brick Kiln Road, Chelmsford, MA, (508) 441-3414 or see 
your UPS Recruiter on campus on the following dates: ® 


October 6th from 10 a.m. to 12 noon 
October 27th from 10 a.m. to 12 noon 


October 25th from 10 a.m. to 12 noon 


WORKING FOR STUDENTS WHO WORK FOR 
UPS DELIVERS EDUCATION 


PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION IS NOW AVAILABLE (12:30-5:30 P.M. SHIFT ONLY) 
THROUGH THE LOWELL REGIONAL TRANSIT AUTHORITY. 
FOR UPDATED BUS SCHEDULES PLEASE CALL (508) 452-6161. 


UPS is an equal opportunity employer 
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Top Notch Players 


act up in new show 


@ New season opens Nov. 
4 with comedy story about 
money, greed and sex in 
‘Campiello’ 


By PETER PIANTIGINI 
Staff Reporter 


s he carefully drills holes into the 
stage of the theater — the noise 
undoubtedly giving him a headache- 
actor Mark Morrison looks up at the lights, 
realizing that soon, he will be up on that 
stage, performing in front of a large crowd. 

Morrison is just a part of the ensemble 
cast starring in Campiello, a comedy by 
Italian playwright Carlo Goldoni about the 
lives of people living in a Venice slum. The 
play has been selected as the first produc- 
tion of the TNP’s new season. 

The drama club has been run by Campiello 
director Susan Sanders since 1985, when 
she took over for Eugene Boles. 

Sanders picked the play because it was a 
light piece, but mainly because of Goldoni, 
who “took standard scripts and gave them 
realism,” she said. His comedy is less broad 
and more personal. 

“It’s not Woody Allen,” Sanders said. 

She also picked Campiello for its equal 
roles for men and women, a fact that is not 
lost on some cast members. 


“I like the way that the characters inter- 
act because it gives the cast a chance to 
show our range,” said Mary Stys, who por- 
trays Lucietta. 

In fact, some TNP members might argue 
that the women are the mainstays of 
Campiello. 

“Sometimes the guys in the play seem as 
important as the scenery,” Brandon 
Auchterlonie said. 

Lysa Chapman, another cast member 
disagrees, saying that Campiello is “like a big 
soap opera ... there’s money and greed and 
sex in it.” 

Chapman particularly enjoys her char- 
acter, Dona Catte, because of her multifac- 
eted desires, saying that Catte is very pro- 
tective of her daughter, but at the same 
time wants to get her out of the house so 
that she can get remarried. 

“Catte is a schemer, and an all-around 
greedy old woman,” Chapman said. 

Stys also loves her role. 

“She acts aggressive, but actually she’s 
really weak and has a lot of emotion and 
feelings inside that she’s suppressing.” 

Laughter echoes throughout the theater 
as some of the Capiello cast rehearse the first 
act. 

Clearly, the students enjoy their work. 

Stys sums up the feelings between the 
cast and crew, saying “Outside of the the- 
ater we may not hang out with each other, 
but once we're up on that stage we’re the 
best of friends.” ; 

Asking Auchterlonie to divulge informa- 


tion on Campiello is not as easy. 

“You'll have to come see the play to find 
out what happens,” he said. 

The play premieres Nov. 4, with subse- 
quent performances on Nov. 5, 10, 11, and 


Setting the scene 

B. Baron photos 
PLAY MEMBERS run through some 
scenes in their upcoming perfor- 
mance of ‘Campiello,’ an Italian com- 
edy playing five days in November 
in the Top Notch Theater. 


12. All performances start at 8 p.m. at the 
NECC theater, located on the third floor of 
C-building. + 

Tickets cost $4 for students and senior 
citizens, and $5 for the general public. 


Boston gets sick and twisted in cartoon fest 


@ Annual animation 
festival lives up to its 
disgusting reputation 


By JONATHAN LEES 
Staff Reporter 


ere else can you view such fine 
feature cartoons as Mutila 
for 2, Better Than Grass, and Lloyd 


Loses his Lunch? Nowhere! 

Sorry for the tease, but you missed out if 
you didn’t catch the 5th annual Sick and 
Twisted animation festival at the Coolidge 


Corner Theatre in Boston, which served up 
its unusual, two-hour brew of perversity 
and violent escapades. 

Billed as having “so many laughs, the 
milk will squirt out of your nose,” the 
infamous Spike and Mike’s festival deliv- 
ered. Over 20 premieres mixed with a couple 
of favorites attacked the screen to the 
squirming delight of the sold-out audience. 

Clutching their complimentary barfbags, 
the crowd never let up on the laughs as the 
short films did their “best” to evoke the 
strange rumblings in the stomachs most 
associated with the aftermath of a keg 
party. 

The fest started with the classic No Neck 
Joe, where viewers witnessed the systematic 


torture of an overly cute mutant who tries 
to overcome the hardships of having no 
neck. After that, nothing or nobody was 
safe as the vividly disgusting cartoons 
touched upon topics ranging from mastur- 
bation to mutilation. 

While some of the toons were excruciat- 
ingly vile (Poetic Jaundice, Wastes Away), the 
mainstream way of thinking was trampled 
and discarded. This allowed fresh ap- 
proaches and ideas to be displayed through 
acreative and visually stimulating medium. 

Home Honey, I’m High (yes, that is the 
title), follows the day-to-day life of a very 
’50s family that relieves the stress ofits jobs 
and family quarrels with a healthy dose of 
marijuana. The audience is also treated toa 


very explicit and funny look at the wrong 
and right way to apply a condom in Safe Sex. 
There is a variety of perverse delights, but 
unlike those other critics, I won’t ruin the 
surprises. A good number of these will pop 
up at next year’s festival. 

Spike and Mike’s animation is an 
unedited, free-thinking attack on society’s 
taboos. Nothing is left unscathed and you 
come away with a feeling of nausea, excite- 
ment and a demented train of thought. 

This is arguably the most entertaining 
two hours ever spent in front of the silver 
screen. Next year’s festival promises even 
more premieres and classics, so ready your 
mind and stomach and prepare to have a 
“sick and twisted” time. 


Flute and Piano 
Recital 


Music of Classical American Composers — 
Copland, Bullens and McKinley 


NECC Professor of Music Michael Finegold on flute 


& 


NECC Music Instructor David Pihl on piano 


Sunday, Oct. 16, 1994, 3 


ee m. 


_ Andover Memorial Library, At 
: Admission is FREE 


Professor Finegold has also composed a light jazz piece for the concert. 


Paralegal Club 


Fall 1994 Meeting Schedule 


Wed., Sept. 28 
Mon., Oct. 3 
Mon., Oct. 24 
Mon., Nov. 7 
Mon., Nov. 21 
Mon., Dec. 5 


All meetings are on the Haverhill campus and 
tentatively scheduled in C-223 at noon. 


Check bulletin board outside C-378 for additional details and updates! 


If you have any questions or need more information, 
see Virginia C. Noonan, adviser, in C-378. 
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R.E.M. plays some ‘n 


Ferren 
Scope 


Woodstock ’94: 
Not so bad 


@ Despite high cost, 
concert memories will 
outlive the cynicism 


By SCOTT FERREN 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 


ow that it’s done and over 
N with, Woodstock’94 has been 

considered by many to be a 
complete and utter corporate scam. 
Kids were saying it from the begin- 
ning that there was no way they were 
going to pay upward of $135 per 
ticket to see these bands play. 

After all, look at the thousands 
who got in for free at the first one. So 
why should this generation pay such 
an enormous cost fora couple days of 
bad food, horrible seats and the Pepsi 
logo splashed all over the place, sym- 
bolizing the antithesis of what the 
first Woodstock was all about? 

I'll tell you why. Because this is a 
completely different time. The hip- 
pies ofthe ’60s rallied together against 
the Vietnam war and the establish- 
ment. Those flower-people are now 
building mini-malls, working in banks 
and holding political office, thus be- 
coming everything they fought 


against. 

Let’s face it, there was a wide 
selection of music to be heard at 
Woodstock ’94. Alternative favorites 
like Green Day and Nine Inch Nails, 


the heavy-metal strains of 
Jackyl, Aerosmith, and Metallica, and 
even a few from the first Woodstock 
such as Joe Cocker and Crosby, Stills, 
and Nash appeared. 

For $135, fans got a place to pitch 
their tents, use bathroom facilities 
and most importantly, enjoy the mu- 
sic. Yes, it was a very expensive price 
to pay, but nearly nothing comes for 
free these days. Besides, there is al- 
ways someone looking to get that 
extra buck, and jack prices up. So 
with that in mind, Woodstock ’94 
seems fairly reasonable. 

It also seems the ones who com- 
plained about it being a corporate 
scam did not attend just for that 
Teason. From the coverage on MTV, 
CNN and other sources, it looked like 
those people were having a blast. Not 
one person I’ve spoken to said they 
did not have a good time. 

In essence, Woodstock ’94 wasn’t 
nearly as bad as the cynics projected 
it to be. It provided memories for our 
generation that will last for years to 
come. Already getting ready to be 
shipped to stores is the music compi- 
lation of the event, which will prob- 
ably be high-priced too. But I’ll bet 
there will be some incredible music 
on it, just like in Saugerties, NY. 


This week’s questions: Beatles Trivia 
1. Who was known as the fifth Beatle? 
2. According to Billboard magazine, what 
was The Beatles first hit single? 
3. What song was written for John’s son, 
Julian Lennon? 
4. Who assassinated John Lennon? 
5. What member of The Beatles sang the 
song, With a Little Help From My Friends? 
Next issues trivia subject: The Jetsons 

See answers, page 6. 


@ Georgia band abandons 
previous sounds to release 
Seattle-ish album 


By SCOTT FERREN 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 


he one thing that some look for in a 

new album from an established band 

like REM is the continuity of past 

musical ventures, as well as something 
new. 

Those looking for a change of pace from 
REM’s last album, Automatic For The People, a 
slower and more melodic disc, will be hap- 
pily surprised by Monster, a twisting, turn- 
ing, grungy and even sexy effort which 
bears no resemblance to the last album, 
except in a few spots. 

Where singer Michael Stipe’s vocals were 
brought up to the front and audible on the 
last few times out, Monster buries them 
under a wall of sonic fuzz, leaving the 
listener to wonder if Stipe recorded them 
down in a hole somewhere. 

What’s The Frequency, Kenneth? opens the 
LP, and also serves as the first single and 
video from the 12-song, 50-minute opus. 
Story has it, Dan Rather was mugged in 
New York, and they posed the title of the 
song, which was Rather’s code with his 
lover during an extramarital affair, repeat- 
edly while kicking and punching him. The 
song itself wails into the soul with its 
exploding memorable chorus, and the blis- 
tering unquiet guitars of Peter Buck. 

Crush With Eyeliner and I Took Your Name 
have grungy, repetitive guitar riffs with a 
locomotive-like feel to them. Eyeliner’s nearly- 
spoken vocals and Buck’s guitar solo make 
it sound nearly identical to old Nirvana 
material, except Cobain tended to scream 
instead of Stipe’s rap-attack. Name sounds 
similar, but it feels like more of a pedal-to- 
the-floor driving song, with William Gibson- 
esque futuristic lyrics. 

“I pushed the button and erased your 
master tape; I wrote the sales pitch, I threw 
the brake switch,” Stipe murmurs. 

Speaking of Cobain, Stipe wrote a song 
specifically about his deceased friend called 
Let Me In, in which Stipe pleads for commu- 


| 
Music Review . 


nication. The music sounds like something 
the band was halfheartedly working on and 
just threw on the album because of Stipe’s 
emotional lyrics. It starts with a wall of 
indecipherable guitar noise which becomes 
aggravating quickly, until a soft keyboard 
comes in and smooths it out. 

The album’s most noticeable aspect is 
the absence of acoustic guitars and the odd 
stringed instruments found on Automatic 
For The People and Out Of Time. It’s filled with 
raw, sexual energy, which is confusing, yet 
invigorating. 

Circus Envy personifies this attitude by 
way of brash, heavy guitars and a sing- 
along chorus, if you can figure out 
what Stipe is singing. It sounds a lot closer 
to Sonic Youth than the porch-front melo- 
dies of the aforementioned efforts. 

Stipe once said he never wanted to write 
love songs until he wrote The One I Love, 
which he said at the time felt right to do, 


Oisy frequency 


a 


and now he’s attempted it again with Strange 
Currencies. It’s the nearest thing to a slow, 
heartwarming tune, and does sound like 
one of REM’s previous songs, Everybody Hurts 
from Automatic. Slower than most of the 
tracks on the album, it sounds like a garage 
version of Hurts with subtle guitars and an 
organ in the background. 

Most of the harder-edged material on 
the LP works. Songs like Bang And Blame, 
What's The Frequency, Kenneth? and Circus Envy 
reve] in their own energy, and come off as 
full-tilt rock anthems. But the band does 
fail with Crush With Eyeliner, King of Comedy, 
and Tongue. Neither have an identity, and 
fall somewhere in between the eardrum- 
pleasing sounds of pots and pans banging 
together, and a bad dose of marijuana. 

When REM loosens up and just sticks to 
playing rock ’n’ roll songs, it’s something 
hard to top, but at times the band tries too 
hard, and ends up writing musically uncon- 
vincing songs that linger without hitting 
any nerves. R.E.M.’s Monster: vx verve 


Chaos By Brian Shuster . 


It was so close to his fantasy-come-true. 


Because they’re members of the Massachusetts Army National Guard. 


Although she often got them confused, Leonard still 


got jealous when his wife would give Rex the back-rub. 


Did You Pay Tuition 
This Semester? 


Twenty of your classmates didn’t have to! 


Call today for more information 


1-800-322-1338 


= 
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Women's hoop 
coach picked 


@ Former intramurals director 


looks forward to new challenges 


By RICHMOND DAWSON 
Sports Editor 


ECC’s women basketball 
team has a new head 


coach with a familiar 


face. 

Athletic director Carl Beal 
recently appointed former in- 
tramural coordinator, Mike 
“Smitty” Smith to a one-year 
contract as women’s head bas- 
ketball coach. 

“T’ve gotten to know him 
(Smith) over the past year and thought he was a waste of 
talent doing what he was doing,” Beal said. “He has a great 
basketball mind.” 

Smith’s basketball talents carried him through four 
years of high school basketball. He then played two years 
at Alfred State College in Alfred, N.Y. and two years at 
Southampton Long Island University. Smith has also run 
fundamental and instructional camps for elementary school 
children, and began refereeing in 1979. 

Beal was forced to approach President John R. Dimitry 
for his approval of Smith in an emergency appointment, 
due to the dismissal of former coach Jack Hess. 

Schools are allowed to forego the interviewing process 
and select an emergency candidate if the start of a particu- 
lar season is in jeopardy. 

“If I had to go through the entire interviewing process, 
we would not have anybody on board until mid-Novem- 
ber,” Beal said. “Smith is a seasonal appointment. He is an 
emergency appointment, but most of all he is extremely 
qualified.” 

Smith has proven himself in the past when NECC’s 
athletic department found itself in dire situations. 

With the recent release of Hess, who also served as 
athletic director, Beal named Smith assistant athletic direc- 
tor, at the beginning of this school year. It’s a job that 
requires strenuous long hours and the mundane and 
“redundant paperwork that goes along with getting players 
and teams ready for their respective seasons. 


B. Baron 


MIKE SMITH. 


“He is just a super guy.” head soccer coach Nunzio” 


DiMarca said. “Without him, I don’t know where we would 
be. I don’t think we would be playing right now without 
him.” 

Smith is inheriting a tainted program, and despite the 
fact that Hess is gone and it doesn’t look as if any of the 
players from last year’s team are returning, Smith fears 
many players will not try out because of the program’s 
reputation. 

“Some girls aren’t coming because they don’t won't to 
be associated with the turmoil,” Smith said. “Others may 
not play because they don’t want to play an entire season 
and not be able to play in the post season.” 

The National Junior College Athletic Association placed 
NECC women’s basketball team on one-year post-season 
probation. 

Smith hopes prospective players will not let the proba- 
tion deter them from playing. 

“It is all behind us,” Smith said. “What happened, 
happened, and we can’t worry about it. This is a new 
program. A program I know will be run right.” 

Another aspect of Smith’s job description, one he em- 
braces, is recruiting. Smith loves meeting the players and 
the parents and sharing his philosophies on recruiting, life 
and basketball. 

“When it comes to recruiting, my philosophy is simple: 
one, no matter where you go to school, concentrate on 
education. That is most important. Second, if you do play 
for me at a two-year school, I will do everything I can to get 
you into a four-year school.” 

Smith’s philosophy of basketball is equally as simple. 

“As far as basketball, I have two ideals: one, if mistakes 
are made, just learn from them,” he said. “The main thing 
is I want to install and maintain a common basketball 
since. I want the girls to know what to do and when to do 
it.” 

The women who do decide to play on the 1994-95 
basketball team will consider themselves lucky. For Smith 
is a coach, unlike coaches in the past, who will not sacrifice 
his principles for a victory, a coach who cares more about 
teaching the team basketball than winning at any cost. 

“We are going to win as a team and lose as a team,” 
Smith said. “These girls are going to learn the game of 
basketball.” 

Three of Smith’s top recruits play volleyball; he also 
helps coach that team. He is constantly reminding them 
that basketball is approaching. 

“I don’t want them to forget about volleyball,” he said. 
“But I remind them that basketball is coming” 

Women interested in playing basketball this season 
must attend a mandatory meeting in the gym Monday, Oct. 
17 at 3 p.m. with the practice schedule due to begin 
Monday, Oct. 24. 
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We love your letters 


Like a story? Have a comment or complaint? 
Send your letters in today to our student center office 


New HamPSsHIRE COLLEGE CONTINUES TO BE THE LEADER IN BRINGING CONTINUING EDUCATION AND 
GRADUATE PROGRAMS TO THE ADULT LEARNER IN NORTHERN New ENGLAND. 


OUR NEWLY-RENOVATED FACILITY FEATURES AN UPGRADED COMPUTER LAB, A LIBRARY AREA, 
FOUR NEW LECTURE HALLS AND A COMFORTABLE STUDENT STUDY LOUNGE. 


Our PROGRAMS WILL GIVE YOU THE COMPETITIVE EDGE THAT WILL PAY OFF BOTH NOW AND IN THE 
FUTURE. OUR AFFORDABLE TUITION AND CONVENIENT CLASSES PROVIDE YOU WITH THE 
OPPORTUNITY TO ACQUIRE THE SKILLS YOU NEED TO FURTHER YOUR CAREER. 


WHETHER YOU ARE CONSIDERING A CAREER CHANGE, HOPING FOR A PROMOTION, OR WANT TO 
IMPROVE YOUR QUALITY OF LIFE, New HAMPSHIRE COLLEGE IS RIGHT FOR YOU. 


Undergraduate Term Begins Sept. G - Graduate Term Begins Sent. 12 


New HAMPSHIRE COLLEGE 


It's Where You're Going That Counts 


(i \ ) 
BS 


a 


Division of Continuing Education Salem Center 
19-A Keewayoin Drive * Saem, NH 03079-2840 ¢ (603) 893-9600 * FAX (603 893-6665 
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Volleyball team sets 


for new beginning 


@ Women capture first 
win as team begins to 
mesh. Players and coaches 
gain confidence 


By JAMES POTE 
Staff Reporter 


ormally, when a team has only seven 
N players and only one win since last 

year, the team would not be too 
optimistic about the upcoming season. But 
for the NECC girls volleyball team, this is a 
start to a new beginning. 

“It’s tough (to have just seven players). 
But the girls are working very hard every- 
day. Each one of the girls has already made 
tremendous improvements,” said third-year 
head coach Leslie Brinker. 

“We are having a lot of fun so far this 
season. Everyone is working very hard and 
most especially together,” said Rebekah 
Marcotte, one of two returning players. 

NECC was 0-6 going into a recent game 
against Dean Junior College and came out 
with its first win of the season. 

“They are all starting to gel,” assistant 
coach Mike Smith said. “If they play consis- 
tently like they did against Dean, they could 
beat any team in the conference.” 

Behind spectacular serving and block- 
ing of Cheryl Lemoine, NECC won the first 
two matches against Dean, 15-8 and 16-14. 

“That second match the girls really dug 
in and came back to win,” Smith said. 


Dean stayed alive winning the third 
match 15-10 before NECC routed Dean 15- 
7 to capture its first victory. 

“Everybody just played extremely well,” 
Smith said.” They just played as a team, 
they talked to each other and they did a lot 
of good things.” 

The Lady Knights are 1-6 and one of its 
toughest losses came against Becker Com- 
munity College. 

After losing their first two sets against 
Becker, the Lady Knights came back with a 
stellar performance to win the third set. 
They lost the fourth set 15-11 to lose the 
game, however. 

“The game against Becker was the best 
game thus far,” Brinker said. “I have already 
seen big improvements in several areas.” 

“Everyone really played well (against 
Becker). We had a lot of good volleys and we 
played together as a team,” Marcotte said. 

Other than Cheryl Lemoine and Marcotte, 
two returning players from last year, volley- 
ball is new for many players. 

For Presentation of Mary Academy 
alumna, Liz Donovan, volleyball is a new 
endeavor. She used to belt softballs into 
gaps, but now she sets up volleys for her 
new teammates. 

Next is Tara Wilson, who also has never 
played volleyball before. She, like Donovan, 
is a setter/hitter, who is quickly learning 
the different strategies to the game. 

“There is a lot of athletic ability on this 
team. It’s just the matter of the girls getting 
used to a new game, learning it and work- 
ing as a team,” said Brinker, who enjoyed a 
second-place finish in her first year at the 


helm. 


Also helping out are Giselle Bernard 
and Stacey Dion, who are hitters, as well as 
freshman Christine Caron, who controls 
the middle of the floor. 


Practice pays off 

C. Caron photos 
STARTING THE season with six 
straight losses doesn’t stop the Lady 
Knights from slamming Dean Jun- 
ior College for its first win. Giselle 
Belliard (above #5) readies herself 
for a return. Later in the Dean game, 
Rebekah Marcotte, left, winds up 
for a serve. 


“We are trying to get the word out to get 
more players,” Brinker said. “We also have 
to start getting some players from the 
Lawrence campus.” 


Soccer team’s efforts keeps its hopes high 


@ Short of players, squad 
doesn’t make excuses for 
lackluster 1-3 record 


By RICHMOND DAWSON 
Sports Editor 


here is an old adage in sports, that a 
skex heart and determination is 
impossible to measure. 

Right now heart and determination are 
what keeps NECC’s soccer team going. 

“Ican’t argue with any of the effort these 
kids have put in,” head coach Nunzio 
DiMarca said. “The effort is just remark- 
able.” 

DiMarca possesses high spirits for acoach 
whose team is 1-3 on the season. 

NECC’s record is not bad considering 
they have suited up no more than 10 play- 
ers per game. Soccer calls for each team to 
field 11 players. 

“We just have not had a full team for any 


Who holds the 


record for most 
strikeouts? 


1. What former Boston Red Sox holds the 
Major League career record for most times 
hit by a pitch, beaned 267 times? 

2. What legendary home run hitter holds 
the Major League record for most career 
strikeouts? 

3. What former Detroit Tiger holds the 
Major League career record for highest life- 
time batting average? 

4. In 1994, what Boston Red Sox short- 
stop became only the sixth player at that 
position to turn an unassisted triple play? 

5. What recently retired pitcher has most 
career no-hitters (7) and also most strike- 
outs in a Major League career? 

See answers, page 6 


one game,” DiMarca said. 

Many factors contribute to the absence 
of key players: some have late classes; oth- 
ers work; and some are members of the 
National Guard, assistant coach Don Ellard 
said. 

In their most recent loss, a 4-1 home 
game against Becker College, the Knights 
only had eight players in uniform, leaving 
three Becker players open at all times. 

“Knowing you're going to play short- 
handed just makes you play harder,” team 
captain Ron Lima said. 

Play harder is exactly what novice goal 
keeper Chris D’urso did against Becker, 
making at least 30 saves and playing the 
angles well. 

“He played by far and away his best 
game of the season,” DiMarca said. “He was 
absolutely unreal.” 

D’urso recognizes his own efforts, but 
remains modest and team-orientated. 

“It doesn’t matter if] save 10 shots or 40 
shots,” he said. “The bottom line is we lost.” 

In front ofa decent size-crowd, Jonathan 


A Great Night Out 


Vaudeville 


Oct. 16™ 
7 to 9:30 p.m. 


only $1 0 per person 
includes light buffet 
Tickets on sale at 


American Legion Hall 
Rte. 121, Haverhill 


(508) 374-5388 


Mcphee tallied NECC’s only goal, convert- 
ing on a free penalty shot. 

“It (the crowd) was nice,” DiMarca said. 
“I don’t remember seeing that many people 
here for a game. It was exciting.” 

Maybe the overdue fan support contrib- 
uted to the Knights hustle and gritty play, 
which just wasn’t enough to surpass Becker. 

“If we had a full team, if we had only 10 
players, we would have beaten them,” 
DiMarca said. 

NECC realizes its poor record is due, in 
large part, to the players who miss games. 

“We are a lot better than our record 
indicates,” Lima said. “Everyone on this 
team knows that. We could have beaten 
every team we have played so far.” 

D’urso agrees that absent players hurt, 
but thinks the problem lies more in players 
missing practices. 

“It hurts,” he said. “If you can’t have 
everyone practicing, there is no chemistry. 
If you don’t practice together, you can’t 
develop any unity and you can’t pick up on 
teammates habits which helps come game 


time.” 

Becker saw the best NECC has to offer 
that day, as all eight Knights played the 
entire 90 minutes, not once asking to come 
out or giving up. f 

“Every player there, I just can’t say 
enough about,” DiMarca said. “Carelton 
Trombly played like he put on a superman 
outfit. He was incredible, and Roni Sadek 
was unbelievable.” 


Sadek turned ina stellar performancein . 


anchoring NECC’s defense, playing near 
flawlessly the entire match. 

D’urso played a marvelous game in net, 
despite being dressed like a court jester on 
his way to make the king laugh, sporting 
gold socks, black shorts and a bright purple 
shirt. 

“Every ball that gets by me and into the 
net, I feel it’s my fault,” D’urso said. “But 
I’m not going to judge my performance. I 
just want to win.” 

The Knights are looking to make the 
playoffs despite its subpar record, and if 
they do, they may surprise a few teams. 


AUTO INSURANCE 


Lowest Cost Auto Insurance Payment Plan in Mass. 


Low Down Payment 

No Finance Charges 

Monthly Payments 

No Down Payment at Renewal 


Finance and service charges may be costing you $100 or more per year. Auto insurance 
rates are set by the state. Why pay more for the same coverage? 


SAVE YOUR HARD-EARNED MONEY!! 
Call Today For More Information 


(508) 374-6365 


FAX YOUR PRESENT POLICY TO 374-7769 


Kimball Insurance 
107 Merrimack Street, Haverhill, MA 01830 
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Just So 


You Know 


® Baseball shows its fans 
no respect. It is time fans 
unite and strike back 


By RICHMOND DAWSON 
Sports Editor 


ightly, baseball fans dawn their wool 
N caps, and like the Muslims to Mecca, 

make a pilgrimage to their favorite 
team’s cathedral-like stadium. 

Fans come in droves to sit and wait in 
cold, aluminum seats, swill down luke- 
warm hot dogs served in soggy buns, pay 
inflated prices for watered-downed bever- 
ages and root for their beloved organiza- 
tions. 

In 1994, the cheers ended Aug. 12, when 
major league baseball players walked out, 
leaving seats empty, people unemployed 
and fans feeling betrayed and deserted. 

The players, unhappy with their labor 
contracts, went on strike and have lost 
millions of dollars in salaries. 

While the players and owners suffer 
financially, and the peanut vendors and 
ticket-takers lose their jobs, it is the fans 
who suffer most. 

Isn’t baseball there for the fans? Don’t 
fans make the game possible? 

This is the 21st work stoppage in league 
history, and if baseball continues to treat its 
fans this way, soon the fans won't be there 
anymore. 

’ Every night in stadiums across North 
America, fans are corralled like cattle to the 


Sports 


Baseball strikes, fans lose out big time 


slaughter through metal turnstiles. They 
are hurried up cramped tunnels making 
their way through a maze of other hat- 
wearing, foam finger-toting fans, until fi- 
nally sitting in their uncomfortable, over- 
priced seats. 

But amazingly, fans return year after 
year ready to line the owner’s pockets with 
money. 

When baseball returns in 1995, fans 
should unite and strike back. When tickets 
go on sale, simply don’t buy them. Boycott 
opening day as a sign of fan solidarity. 

Imagine, the Boston Red Sox charging 


onto the well-manicured field at Fenway 
Park to the echoing roar of the wind ham- 
mering off 35,000 empty seats. 

Most likely a full fan walkout is impos- 
sible, so instead those who attend games 
should sit in complete silence. 

Again, imagine Barry Bonds crushes a 
400-foot home run and as he circles the 
bases, the usual hysteria of the San Fran- 
cisco Giant faithful cannot be heard. In- 
stead, he only hears the shrinking of his 
own fragile ego and the pat of his own hand 
on his back. 

Baseball needs to know that fans don’t 


enjoy being treating this way. Fans still 
control the game. No matter how much 
money the players and owners make, il all 
comes down to whether or not people are 
watching the games. 

Owners and players have treated fans 
inadequately for far too long, and if 1995 
doesn’t mark the end of this treatment, 
fans and media should simply turn their 
collective backs on baseball. 

Fans keep the game going, and keep the 
owner’s and player’s pockets overflowing 
with money. It is time that fans stand up 
and take the game back. 


Patriots to annihilate Jets in 5th straight win 


By RICHMOND DAWSON 
Sports Editor 


ames for Oct. 16, 1994: At New York 
G«= vs. New England Patriots. The 

awful Jets will not stop the Patriots’ 
quest for five straight wins. New York will 
be hapless against New England. 

Things to watch: The scoreboard where 
the Patriots score will change like the tote 
board on the Jerry Lewis telethon. 

At Pittsburgh vs. Cincinnati. The Bengals 
offense would have a tough time against‘an 
average high school defense, never mind 
the Steelers. Pittsburgh will annihilate the 
Bengals, who should feel lucky they are still 
in the NFL. 

Things to look for: Watch and be amazed 
at how many times Bengal quarterback 
Dave Klingler resurfaces after being pum- 
meled by the Steeler defense. 

At Dallas vs. Philadelphia. This is the 


Richmond’s Picks 


best game of the week. After being embar- 
rassed by the Lions on Sept. 19, the Cowboys 
will prove impossible to beat at home. 

Key match-up: Troy Aikman (Dallas) 
against Randall Cunningham. Two quarter- 
backs with two very different styles. Aikman 
has an arm like a cannon and likes to stay 
in the pocket, and wait for plays to develop, 
while Cunningham scrambles out of the 
pocket leaving teammates pondering his 
next move. 

At Atlanta vs. San Francisco: Deion Sand- 
ers returns home to Atlanta after signing 
with the Forty-Niners. The Falcons will use 
Sanders’s comments about Atlanta not be- 
ing talented enough to win a Super Bowl as 
a motivational tool, but that will only go so 
far. 

Key match up: In what may be the match 


© Apply for Study Abroad Scholarship 
NOW! Funds are limited. 


© Return book charge cards to the 
Financial Aid office. 


®¢ Return all requested documents to 


Financial Aid, or you will be billed 
for financial aid nonpayment. 


up of the century, Sanders, a defensive 
back, will likely line up across from Falcon 
wide receiver Andre Rison. Both are the best 
at their respective positions, and it will be 
interesting to watch these two All-Pro’s go 
at each other for 60 minutes. Let’s pray for 
overtime. 

Games being played Oct. 23: 

At Detroit vs. Chicago: This game has the 
possibility for excitement, but the Bears 
offense isn’t what it once was. The old 
cliche about home field advantage will hold 
true for the Lions as they will squeak this 
game out. 

Things to look for: Barry Sanders, enough 
said. 

At Arizona vs. Dallas: Hapless Cardinals 
will prove no match for the Cowboys, who 
possess the most talented offense in the 
league. 

Things to look for: Try to look for the 
Cardinal’s nonexistent defense; it’s like play- 
ing a huge game of Where’s Waldo. 

At Kansas City vs. Seattle: The Seahawks 
are the surprise team of the season, but will 


prove no match for the Chiefs, who should 
be in the midst of a two game losing streak 
and looking for a team to beat up on. The 
young Seahawks will provide the perfect 
punching bag. 

Key match up: Kansas City quarterback 
Joe Montana, and Seattle signal caller Rick 
Mirer are both Notre Dame alumni. Mirer 
was touted as the next Montana coming out 
of college, and he should get an up-close 
exhibition of perfection while watching 
Montana orchestrate a victory. 

At San Francisco vs. Tampa Bay: the 
Forty-Niners defense is like Swiss cheese; 
it’s full of holes. Tampa Bay’s young and 
talented offense will be able to score an 
abundance of points. But San Francisco’s 
offense is still one of the best, and will make 
up for their defense. 

Things to for watch: Two great football 
minds will be pacing the sidelines in Tampa 
Bay. Buccaneers coach Sam Wyche and San 
Francisco’s George Seiffert will have their 
respective teams prepared for whatever 
trick the other one may try. 
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® NECC hopes to bridge 
troubled waters, helping 
Lawrence High students to 
prepare for careers and 


aid city, school in process 


By BRUCE D. BARON 
Features Editor 


ECC is getting ready to welcome its 
Nowe: students into its academic 

programs: Lawrence High School 
juniors and seniors. 

In a new program called Bridges to Ca- 
reers, LHS students will be given the oppor- 
tunity to investigate careers and programs 
at NECC and other participating colleges. 

Through workshops, seminars, tutoring 
and overall exposure, students can decide 
as early as their junior year if they are 
interested in a program or not. 

If interested, they can start to make 
plans for the future. 

The program,while still in the develop- 
mental stage, also helps students get fo- 
cused on life after high school, something 
high schools rarely address. 

“Many people come to college clueless,” 
said Kim Plaster, a student in the liberal 
arts/biology program. “In this program, they 
may see a career they like and choose to go 
to college rather than just going to work 
and making money. I thinkit’s an excellent 
idea.” 

“I think it’s a good idea,” said Jodi 
Bertrand, office technology student. “At my 
high school, the guidance counselors had 
really no ideas to offer.” 

“Most high school guidance counselors 
need more support when addressing today’s 
work place,” said CJ. Armstrong, liberal 
arts. “It’s a good idea to let kids find out 
what they might want to do as opposed to 
telling them what to do or letting them 
choose totally unattainable goals. This is a 
good chance for them to look outside be- 
fore they get outside.” 

The program is the brainchild of NECC 
President John R. Dimitry, who began think- 
ing about it three years ago. 

Dimitry brought the idea to the atten- 
tion of Lawrence School Superintendent 
James F. Scully, whose permission was 
needed before any progress or plans could 
be made. Scully very much liked what he 
heard. 

“John Dimitry and I have talked off and 
on about this fora few years,” Scully said. “I 
thought it was a great opportunity to en- 
courage students to get interested in fields 
where people help people, especially the 
public safety and health fields. 

“The Bridges program is also an oppor- 
tunity to welcome students back into the 
community they came from as opposed to 
going off to school and jobs.” 

LHS, with approximately 1,800 students, 
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was chosen to apply this program because 
of its proximity to NECC’s Lawrence cam- 
pus, but also because Dimitry said “Lawrence 
may also be in more need of help than any 
other high school. Lawrence has some tough 
problems, and the high school does, too. 

“It seems to me if you can target the 
young people and get them into a mode or 
style of self-improvement, that they can 
become this or that, then it can only help 
the town and community.” 

According to Dimitry, one of the prob- 
lems facing Lawrence is that a large faction 
of the student body are first- or second- 
generation Americans, with little or no 
language or employment background. 

The task is to bring these people into the 
mainstream population. That is, to make 
jobs and careers more easily attainable to 
students who would otherwise fumble 
through high school, then be thrown into 
the real world without an idea of what is 
and isn’t attainable to them. 

The program’s objective, according to its 
draft, is “to stir interest in certain profes- 
sions to a target population of approxi- 
mately 40-50 students in the junior class, 
and then to expand,” adding “if certain 
juniors ‘have their eyes opened,’ they will 
be motivated to enter certain career paths 
and become future college graduates and 
contributing members of society.” 

The careers chosen for the program and 
agreed upon by the city of Lawrence and 
NECC include: business, law enforcement, 
teacher training and medical professions. 

NECC’s nursing program is considered 
part of medical professions, but with a 
waiting list of seven times the program’s 
capacity, Dimitry said the students would 
have to adhere to the strict application 
process and the wait that goes with it. 

The program would also help in other 
aspects. For example, a student with an 
interest in law enforcement could get help 
toward passing the civil service exam, even 
before entering college. 

The programs were chosen for the ease 
of assimilation into jobs according to em- 
ployment trends. 

Another aspect that has got many ex- 
cited is dual-enrollment, part of the new 
educational reform bill, whereas the LHS 
student could take courses for credit at 
NECC, thereby not only getting them in- 
volved in college early, but enrolled as well. 
Students’ grades and performance would 
be taken into account before embarking 
into this aspect of the program. 

The English as a Second Language pro- 
gram is definitely being looked at for the 
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dual enrollment aspect, making adjusting 
to college easier for bilingual students. 

Dimitry said the program will help 
NECC’s enrollment, a figure that dropped 
12 percent this semester. 

“Any time you get high school kids think- 
ing about college, especially as it relates to 
NECC or a program that we can get them 
into, yes, it would improve enrollment,” 
Dimitry said. 

The benefits will not impact NECC for at 
least 12 but more likely 24 months from 
now, when the juniors graduate, Dimitry 
said. 

After the program was pitched by Dimitry 
to Scully, they contacted Marsha Burns and 
Robert Sacchetti, two people very involved 
in NECC, Lawrence High School and the city 
of Lawrence. 

Burns is a teacher at Lawrence High 
School and Sachetti is a professor of math- 
ematics and engineering at NECC. The two 
were asked to develop a plan. 

Burns stepped out of her job at the high 
school and now spends her days teaching 
two classes at NECC and the rest of the time 
in planning the program, which hopefully 
will take off in January. Burns has been 
teaching at LHS for four years and taught 
part-time at NECC for a number of years; 
she is now on leave to work on the project. 

“Right now, I’m what is called an admin- 
istrative intern; I’m employed by the 
Lawrence public school system,” Burns said. 

“Because the college freed Bob up from 
his full-time teaching duties, I’m teaching 
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two math classes at NECC. Ill be the link to 
the high school, getting the help of the 
guidance counselors to identify those stu- 
dents interested in different areas. I'll help 
to set up some speakers from the college 
and the surrounding area. I'll also try to get 
some faculty from the schools to be men- 
tors to the students in this program.” 

Sachetti, who has taught at NECC for 26 
years in the engineering/mathematics de- 
partment, was asked to leave teaching for a 
semester to participate in the planning 
stages. He served as LHS principal in 1990 
on a swap basis with Burns, who taught 
that year at NECC. Sachetti is also-an attor- 
ney in Lawrence and has served on the city’s 
school committee. 

One of Sacchetti’s hopes is that the 
program also lets students know what they 
don’t want to be as well. 4 

“People become things without even 
knowing what those things are,” Sacchetti 
said. “I became a electrical engineer with- 
out ever even talking to an electrical engi- 
neer. I don’t think that is too uncommon.” 

“People have a fixed idea of what some- 
thing is, and never bother to chase it down. 
We want to let the kids see what’s really out 
there, see where they can make a contribu- 
tion, where they can be happy.” 

Sacchetti will return in January regard- - 
less of what has been achieved. Burns will 
then be alone in applying the program at 
LHS. 

“Hopefully, by the end of this semester 
we will have a philosophy and details 
sketched, possibly a pilot project,” Sacchetti 
said. 

The project has been on the agenda of 
the Lawrence school committee since Au- 
gust. It will take awhile to implement and 
then longer to perfect. Dimitry, who will 
retire in September 1995, said, “I hope to 
see it take off. I’m hopeful, but I don’t have 
much time.” 


Volunteers 
Needed 


e Bulletin boards 
e Book collection 


e Group discussions 


e Reception 
e Publicity 
e Newsletter 


Can you volunteer one hour a week? 


Help Change A Life By Becoming A Literacy Tutor 


¢ Earn 3 Academic credits 


¢ Work with students 


¢ Share your love of learning 
¢ Explore career opportunities 


The Co-op Advantage 


Stop by C310 

or call 

(508) 374-5893 
The Cooperative 
Education Office 


